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                Senior Pastor: Rev. Deb Kociban                                                Pastor: Terri Wells

                        

First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312
           Worship 11:00 AM      Sunday School 9:30 AM Email: fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 PM         Website: firstchurchkittanning.com
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569
Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540
    Worship 11:00 AM     Email: fordmemc@comcast.net

Manorville United Methodist Church-P.O. Box 174, 800 Water Street, Manorville PA  16238
    Worship 9:45 AM
Email: mumc@windstream.net      724-763-1254

Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201       
724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM           
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OCTOBER 2022 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please get articles to Audrey no later than
SUNDAY, August 14, 2022. Thank you




[image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]   Pastor Deb’s
Message
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Description automatically generated]Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. 
 1 Peter 2: 11 The Message
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
     It is an odd thing, rising above the city.  It seems otherworldly, in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Some consider it a city treasure, while others a city eyesore.  Either way, it has been on Mount Penn since 1908 when its original owners intended it to be the centerpiece of a larger resort.  The Pagoda, in Reading, Pennsylvania is now owned by the city.  At night, its red lights paint a surreal scene tricking the observer into thinking they must be in Japan.  To those who visit, it is a beautiful oddity, but to those who are residents it is a symbol of visionary, future dreaming.
     Peter is urging the members of the church to live exemplary lives.  They are to be good neighbors so that any prejudices they may have against believers will be refuted.  In this way, some may be won for Christ.  They are to be good citizens, respecting the government and keeping the law.  They are to treat everyone with dignity, love their church family and revere God.  
     But Peter also offers this warning, they are not to become too comfortable with their earthly lives.  They should always live with one foot on the earth and with one foot in the kingdom of God.  They should be role models of love and kindness and peace and joy because of Christ, but they should also stick out like a sore thumb from the rest of the world.  This world is not their home.
     Growing up in Reading, the Pagoda was a fixture in my world.  We visited often, wondering about those who built it, what their dreams were and what it could still become.  It was a part of our world, but it drew us into another world beyond our own.  It was a constant reminder to look beyond what we knew and to excitedly reach for something more.
     As the people of Christ, we too are called to live in this world yet all the while reaching for the kingdom of God that is both now and is to come.  We are to live as citizens of the world, but we are to be beautiful oddities that testify to the glory of God’s kingdom.  We are to live as constant reminders that there is far more beyond this world and something more wonderful to reach for.  And his name is Jesus.
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ALL CHARGE OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND PICNIC
	Our Annual Outdoor All Charge Worship Service and Picnic will be held Sunday, August 28 at Ingram Park (460 Troy Hill Rd, Kittanning). The Worship Service will begin at 11:00 AM with special musical guests, Suzy and Bryon Chertik. A free will offering will be collected for Suzy and Bryon in gratitude for the worship music that they will provide. (Please give your regular weekly offering to your home church, the Sunday before or after the picnic.)
	Food, Fun, and Fellowship will follow Worship. Please bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share. Main dishes and beverages will be provided. Don’t forget your lawn chair. 
See you on August 28!
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Description automatically generated][image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]           The anticipation of waiting on something that you have wanted for a long time can be as much fun as getting or doing the thing you had been waiting on. September 1, Ron and I will be heading to Allagash Maine, with a married couple that we have been friends with for years. We are headed to fulfill a dream we have had for the last 16 years. When we were married, we went on a bear hunt to Canada for our honeymoon. I did not hunt at the time, but I was excited to go along and film the hunt for him. Well, long story short, Ron got bear fever, missed the one and only bear we had seen all week, and I froze up and never got the video of any of it. Since that time, it has been our dream to go again. The cost is high, and now I hunt too, so it is double including me, but given life circumstances, we made it a priority to accomplish this wish. We booked our Maine bear hunt (because I did not want to travel outside USA) two years ago. We have plotted, planned, scraped, saved and prayed to go. As we come closer and closer to September 1, our anticipation is like that of a child at Christmas time, waiting for that one special gift we are sure we will be getting. As we prepare and anticipate the end of the journey we are headed for, I can only think that, this is how our life should be. One of my favorite versus is Isiah 40:31, “but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.” When I read this scripture, I can visualize the feeling of soaring high in the sky on eagles’ wings, and having the excitement and energy of a child where you never grow tired. That is how we should wake up each day and face our journey through this life. Face it knowing the end of journey and our destination will be such a glorious gift to open, that we are excited for the journey to get there. Excited to help the neighbor beside us, excited to share love with others, excited to do everything the Lord has asked us to do in order to bring us closer to that gift of eternal life. The anticipation of the end should give us joy for the journey to get there. Pastor Terri’s
Message
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Description automatically generated]SEPTEMBER LECTIONARY READINGSSeptember 4, 2022
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 139:1-6,13-18
Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33
 
September 11, 2022
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28, Psalm 14,
1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10
 





September 18, 2022,  
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1, Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4,
1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13
 
September 25, 2022
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22, Psalm 124,
James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50
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 SOUND  		      SCRIPTURE		BELL		WELCOME
[image: A picture containing orange, indoor

Description automatically generated][image: Icon

Description automatically generated with low confidence]SYSTEM    		READERS	     RINGERS 		  CENTER  
[image: A picture containing clipart

Description automatically generated]  4 Tim Scaife		  4 Mert Hellein	  4 Madelyn Smith		 4 Sarah Heckert	  
[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]11 Dave Yanoschick	11 			11 Logan Green		11 Melissa Bureau		 
18 John Yankasky		18 			18 Wyatt Green		18 Karen Scaife	
25 Tim King			25 			25 Olivia Green		25 Beverly Patton			 
[image: Icon

Description automatically generated] COUNTERS		        USHERS		  		ACOLYTES		 	    
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Description automatically generated]  4 Ternent			  4 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski			  4 Madelyn Smith & Hallie Hoffman
11 Yankasky			11 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski			11 Ashley Yankasky & Carlee Beers
18 Bureau				18 Epworth/Melissa Bureau		18 Evva Yanoschick & Chelsea Beers
25 McKelvey			25 Epworth/Melissa Bureau		25 Joey Kachur & Logan Green					 	   
 				ATTENTION UNITED METHODIST MENS GROUP
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Description automatically generated]Gentlemen, I hope this note finds all of you enjoying the remaining days of summer.  As you already know, our group decided not to meet in July and August.  We will renew our meetings this September, the first meeting being Sept 10th, at 9am at the Covenant Center.  In the meantime, continue to strengthen your personal relationship with our heavenly Father through daily prayer and devotion.  In addition, keep your Christian brothers in Christ in your prayers, especially those who are having specific struggles at this time.
In closing I would like to share the following devotional provided to me by Tom Bernot from Ford UMC.  Keep an eye toward life’s end. Do not forget your purpose and destiny as Gods creature.  What you are in his sight is what you are and nothing more.  Remember that when you leave this earth, you can take nothing you have received, but only what you have given; a full heart enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice and courage.  

SIFT (Seniors In Fellowship Together)  Returns
Our monthly SIFT Luncheons will return beginning on Thursday, September 15th. Join us for an afternoon with a great lunch, fellowship, and an informative program.  
[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]The MENU will be Ham Barbeque on a Bun, Macaroni and Cheese, Chips, Pickles, and Dessert.
The PROGRAM “Experience Armstrong” presented by the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau.   
                                Reservations are due by noon on Monday, September 12th. 
Please call the church office (724 548-4312) or email  fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net to make your reservation.  Hope to see you on September 15!  
[image: https://thumb9.shutterstock.com/display_pic_with_logo/4459402/634203905/stock-vector-vector-illustration-soda-can-isolated-on-white-background-hand-drawn-style-sketch-for-restaurant-634203905.jpg]And mark your calendars for the Third Thursday of each month as a reminder that SIFT meets on that day.2023 VBS ALUMINUM CANS
FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
	Our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity for VBS 2023 continues.
	Cans Received July 15th-August 15th—3,238 cans
	Total cans received through August 15th—5,793 cans
Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing them to the 
church-at the ramp at the back of the church. If you haven’t been saving aluminum 
cans, please start-soft drinks, juice, power drinks, tea, beer, cat food-Aluminum only-NOT “TIN CANS”, food, soup, etc.		 Thank you, The Can Man, Jim Ternent
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9 Joe & Bonnie Bowser-56 years
19 Jeff & Steph Hankey-13 years
22 Tim & Cindy Volek-38 years
26 Bernie & Audrey Green-41 years
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  2 Jean Wolfe			24 Pamela Scaife
  4 Patricia Snow			26 Bobbi Williamson
  6 Bradley McKinney		27 Jennifer Hellein
  7 Justin Snow			27 Becky McKinney
  9 Hallie Hoffman			29 Vince Bruno
11 Carol Wolfe			29 Olivia Green
11 Tim Volek				29 Mandy Podvorec
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[image: ]   CONGRATULATIONS to Emily and Brad Volek on the birth of their daughter, Aubrey Joy Volek. Aubrey was born Saturday, July 23, 2022. She was 6lbs 9oz and 19 inches long. Aubrey is the granddaughter of Cindy & Tim Volek; and the niece to Meaghan Volek.
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Morgan Joseph and Jud Toth were married on Saturday, June 25, 2022 in Marco Island, Florida. Congratulations and blessings to the new Mr. & Mrs. Toth! Morgan and Jud are currently living in sunny, St Petersburg, Florida. Morgan is the daughter of Robert & Traci Joseph and granddaughter of Marybeth Dean and Connie & Terry Brocious. Jud is the son of Greg and Lynn Toth.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND MORE….
	Sunday School classes for all ages will resume on September 11th (Rally Day). 
Sunday School is held from 9:30 to 10:30 AM.
	The Adult Class, held in the Covenant Center, led by Brad Hellein will start with a 5 week video/discussion based on an Andy Stanley series of 5 questions Christians should ask before making a decision.
	The Youth Class (Grades 7-12) will start with a Bible Study in the church basement led by Melissa Bureau.
	Children’s Sunday School will meet on the 2nd floor of the church.
[image: A picture containing clipart

Description automatically generated]Ages 3 years thru 1st grade will be led by Sue Hankey using “HeartShaper” curriculum that focuses on helping kids love God and His Word and live it out in their daily lives. Grades 2 through 6th will be led by Audrey Green using a “Be Bold” curriculum that uses thought provoking questions, crafts and activities to get kids talking and thinking about the Bible and their Faith.
	Children’s Church will also resume for Kindergarten thru 6th Grade. This group is dismissed from the worship service after the Children’s Message. This group is led by Merissa Smith and Abby Yankasky. They will focus on Bible Science for the first couple months. They will usually meet in the church basement but may go outdoors for some of the “messier” experiments they plan to do.
	The Nursery will be open during the Sunday School hour and Worship for children birth thru 2 years. Linda Powell will be the attendant.
[bookmark: _Hlk101342344]	We are also looking to add more children to our Acolyte schedule (Grade 4 and up) and always happy to have others take a turn at ringing the Worship Bell (Ages 3 years and up). Let the church office know if you know someone who wants to be added to either of those schedules.
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Description automatically generated]FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES THANK YOU’S
First United Methodist Church,
	I wanted to thank you so much for praying for me and keeping me in your thoughts. I really appreciate the cards and all your blessings. Love, Shari Schrecengost

First United Methodist Church and VBS,
	Thank you so much for the donation to be used to help purchase book bags and supplies for our Back 2 School Bash! You guys are awesome!      Kittanning Salvation Army

Hello FUMC,
	Thank you for partnering with us. We thank God for your generous support. We will strive to keep you updated and informed throughout our ministry. We are excited to go to Papua, New Guinea and help the missionaries there spread the Gospel. Thank you again for helping make that possible. Many members of your congregation have prayed for us or donated to us. We wish that we could have thanked them all in person.      The Christies

Dear First United Methodist Church Scholarship Committee,
	Thank you for awarding me with the scholarship, I greatly appreciate it. I will use the money to purchase books, as well as other school supplies needed to continue to pursue my academic goals. I am beyond thankful for the help you have provided me with. Best,
											Gabriel Zielinski

Dear First United Methodist Church of Kittanning,
	Thank you so much for once again awarding me with the scholarship! It truly does make a difference foy my education and I appreciate the support. Sincerely, Peyton Zielinski

First Church Family,
	Thank you all so much for your thoughts, calls, prayers and beautiful cards for our family on the death of our sister, Judy Smith. It is so nice to have such a caring church family.
										Pam & Herb Coggon
Dear Church First,
	Thank you very much for the rosebud that was placed on the altar in honor of Aubrey’s birth. To be remembered by my home church made the recognition very special. Aubrey is a joy and she is just perfect. Thank you again for recognizing our family. We hope to visit First Church soon.								Brad, Emily & Aubrey Volek

We are extremely thankful to the FUMC Covenant Center Art Show Committee for the dedication of the 28th Covenant Center Art Show to Amanda Leech. She had a deep belief in the arts and a fierce dedication to the annual show. We are deeply moved, humbled and blessed by your act of kindness.     Thank you. Greg and Lynn Toth and family.
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THANK YOU            THANK YOU                THANK YOU
TO ALL VOLUNTEERS AT THE FOOD BOOTH AND ART SHOW
	This year’s festival was filled with people whom love to serve, not only people and the church but also love to serve God. Big thanks to all those volunteers that did many shifts and a special thanks to those from outside of FUMC, who came out to assist our church and our mission to serve.
	A big thank you for all who helped in arranging, setting up and tearing down, bringing in, hanging up and taking down of the art work. So much help was given to make this year’s art show run smoothly. There was help from the long-standing committee members and some new ones. We had 18 sitters and many workers through out the process of putting on a great show.
	 To ensure the future success of shows to come, I have scheduled a wrap up meeting for all members of the Covenant Center Art Show and anyone that would like to join in the fun. Come and share your ideas. Sunday, September 11th following worship (noon).             Melissa Bureau

[image: ]FORD MEMORIAL LINK
SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES


 15 Karen & Ed Burdett
30 Sue & Tom Davis
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  2 Mary Alice Bryan Gallo
11 Amy Lloyd
30 Cindy Colwell
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MANORVILLE LINK PAGE
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  1 Nancy Gaul			20 Ethan Scott Chromiak
  2 Lisa Zolocsik			22 Ariel Jolee Bowers
  7 Clarence Walker III		23 Brittany Walker
10 Stephanie Anderson		23 Rick Anderson
13 Sydnee Olenchak		24 Clarence Walker, Jr.
13 Pastor Sara Wrona		26 Angela Boarts
20 Chase Anthony			30 Judie Reesman
   
 
   

                
                SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARY


 25 Jim & Angela Boarts
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REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE
Please remember our shut-ins and those we haven’t seen lately.
SHUT-INS: pray and send cards.
MILLIE REESMAN-Concordia Lutheran Health Care, Personal Care Room 2015B, 134 Marwood Rd., Cabot, PA  16023 (Please write in large print)
VESTA CSIR-c/o Sugarcreek Rest, 120 Lakeside Drive, Worthington, PA  16262
JIM ALLISON-Meadow Glen, Room 137, 315 Dry Mill Rd. SW, Leesburgh, VA  20175
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Description automatically generated]JOYCE MARTIN- 109 Hill Top Dr. ext, Kittanning, PA  16201
ROSE MAZZOTTA-134 Drifting Dr., Kittanning PA  16201

“Pray for” 
THOSE WE HAVEN’T SEEN FOR A WHILE:
	Patty Bowser			Dave & Connie Loughrey		Brenda Rybarik
	Lori Goepfert			Denny & Jana McAfoose		Kurk Serene
	Tom & Donna Loughrey	Peggy McCafferty			Bill & Barb Sowers		
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ANNIVERSARY


7 Gary & Jodie Anderson-37 years
 

 
SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
          6 Millie Reesman
        10 Janice Ochs
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AuTumn Blessings

Autumn brings to the soul relief,

as hot Summer days slip to an end 3
God sent the season for weary hearts 4
to restore, repair, and mend.

Unlike the Autumn trees,

that shed their changing leaves

God sent the season for failing hearts
to adhere, embrace, and cleave.

Just as with the Autumn winds,

there comes a new refreshing rain
God sent the season for fraying hearts
to increase, grow, and gain.

The Autumn sun is slow to climb

and dips much earlier into the night
God sent the season for sleepy hearts
to rise, shine, and unwind in His light.

God gave to us the Autumn season,
so we could have a respite and rest
for it is the season for our beset souls
to see how much we are blessed!

~ Author : ©2012 Deborah Ann Belka
(Web author : poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com)

hitp://Nubiagroup.blogspot.com
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