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ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE
                          Senior Pastor: Rev. Deb Kociban                                            Associate Pastor: Brenda Sommerville Schall



First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312
 Sunday School 9:45 AM    Worship 10:00 AM   Worship 11:00 AM       Email:fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 PM         Website: firstchurchkittanning.com
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569
Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540
    Worship 11:00 AM     Email: fordmemc@comcast.net

Manorville United Methodist Church-P.O. Box 174, 800 Water Street, Manorville PA  16238
    Worship 9:45 AM
Email: mumc@windstream.net      724-763-1254

Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201       
724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM           
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FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please get articles to Audrey no later than
SUNDAY, January 17, 2021. Thank you




[image: http://clipartix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Gold-star-star-clipart-and-animated-graphics-of-stars-image.jpg][image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]“When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.”  Matthew 2: 10 CEBPastor Deb’s
Message


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
	I heard her voice from the back seat.  It jolted me out of a drowsy state.  “Mommy,” she said, “look at all the stars.”  I glanced out the window.  The early morning sky was pitch black but filled with twinkling starlight.  “Mommy,” she said again, “look at all the beautiful stars.”  Seriously?  George and I had this brilliant idea.  We decided to make the 12-hour drive to Myrtle Beach beginning at 4 AM.  We reasoned that our 4-year-old daughter would then sleep for several hours before driving us crazy.  Why was she now looking at the stars more than one hour later?  I couldn’t keep my eyes open, but she was wide awake!
	The magi had studied this one unusual star for quite a while.  They knew that it signaled the birth of a great king, the King of the Jews.  Scripture does not explain how they gained that knowledge.  They were not Jews and the birth of a Jewish king held no meaning for them.  Yet, they were inexplicably drawn to follow that star wherever it went.  
	It was not an easy journey.  They had traveled in a large caravan for many months.  They had learned from King Herod’s priests that they would find the King in Bethlehem.  When the star finally stopped and stood over the home where Jesus was, they were filled with joy!  Their journey was over.  It was time to discover the King.  It was time to present him with their gifts.  It was time to humbly honor him.  Something new and unusual was happening in the world.  Somehow, this young child would change the world.
	It’s hard to believe that we are beginning another new year.  We are grateful that 2020 is now in the history books.  We are so ready for something new, so ready to put this past year behind us.  We dare to look toward the heavens.  We dare to look to Jesus to lift us out of the muck of 2020 and place us in the light of 2021.  We are as joyful for the new year as the magi were for the motionless star.  Along with the magi, we know that the birth of Jesus is the beginning of something new and wonderful that God is doing.   
	Whitney would eventually fall asleep that morning but her excitement at the heavenly field of stars mirrored her excitement of the new thing happening in her life at that moment.  A new adventure was beginning, and her joy could not be contained.  
[image: https://www.123greetingmessage.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Happy-New-Year-Clipart.jpg]	2021 is a new adventure, church.  It is a new adventure in our walks of faith.  It is a new adventure filled with the good things of God, just waiting for us to walk into the new year.  Let us lift our eyes to the heavens.  Let us open our hearts to Jesus.  Let us discover our King together!
	Happy New Year!
	Blessings, 
	Pastor Deb


JANUARY LECTIONARY READINGSJanuary 17, 2021, Human Relations Day
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51

January 24, 2021, Ecumenical Sunday
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20
 

                            
          
 

January 3, 2021, BYOB  Communion
 Epiphany Sunday
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalms 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12

January 10, 2021
Baptism of the Lord
Genesis 1:1-5, Psalms 29
Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11

[image: http://cliparts.co/cliparts/qcB/Xao/qcBXaoKxi.png]

					      						
 
									 
 										
            DON’T FORGET
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS DUE IN THE OFFICE BY TUESDAY, JANUARY 19TH

January 31, 2021
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28




[image: https://pastorfergus.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/christmas_eve_2008_1__1_.jpg?w=497&h=372]CHARGE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Union Avenue Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 PM
Manorville Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 PM
Ford Memorial Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 PM 
First United Methodist Church Christmas Eve Services at 5:30 and 7:00 PM-
( 7:00 service will be live streamed) 
	First Church--you MUST pre-register for which service you plan to attend.
--First Church 7:00 PM service is full--

FIRST CHURCH ON YOUTUBE
[image: http://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/lr190/files/2016/01/new-years-fireworks-clipart-happy-new-year-cartoon-clipart-1145u4w.png]First Church has a YouTube channel. Sunday services and special services such as the Longest Night and Christmas Eve will be posted there. You can search for First United Methodist Church Kittanning PA on YouTube. It takes a few hours to upload the services so you can expect Sunday services to be posted for viewing by Sunday evening.
						 
VIEW FROM THE PEW
2021 – A NEW YEAR
A Clean Slate.
Lamentations 3:22-23; The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning.
	How many people remember being in school when you had blackboards and at the end of the day different children would clean them and take the erasers out and hit them together to clean them. The next day you would have a clean board to start the day.
	2020 was a very different year, it affected everyone, elderly and children, businesses and our churches. But by the grace of Jesus we made it thru. Jesus comforted us and was always there like he said in Matthew 28:20. “I am with you always”. We lost some people but he had his reason for taking them home with him. We don’t know what 2021 will be like but we do believe Jesus will be with us always. Remember when you are sitting in the pew at church not to judge people that aren’t there. Just pray that they come back when they can. As Jesus tells us we must love one another. We have a New Year -let us use it to tell people that Jesus loves them. 																Donna Titus, Union Avenue
PS. Today we don’t clean blackboards, we charge cell phones so we can use them the next day. 
[image: https://alliwaw.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/lg-snowflake-border-cb-740-1.jpg][image: https://alliwaw.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/lg-snowflake-border-cb-740-1.jpg]FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES
  
[image: https://101clipart.com/wp-content/uploads/01/Winter%20Fun%20Clipart%2010.gif][image: http://getdrawings.com/cliparts/winter-holiday-clipart-3.jpg]     SOUND SYSTEM     		COUNTERS			READERS 10:00
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/winter-clipart-winter-holidays-clip-art-clipart.png]  3 Dave Yanoschick					  3 Flanders				  3 
10 John Yankasky					10 McKelvey				10 
17 Tim King						17 Scaife					17
24 John Wolfe						24 Williamson				24
31 Gabe Smith						31 Ternent				31

[image: http://clipartmag.com/images/free-clipart-winter-scenes-23.jpg][image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/winter-clip-art-royalty-free-winter-clipart-illustration-93476.jpg]BELL RINGERS					USHERS			READERS 11:00
[image: http://clipartmag.com/images/winter-holiday-clip-art-33.jpg]  3 Frankie Mauger				  3 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski  		  3 Carolyn Hancock
10 Rowan Vandevort			10 Epworth/Melissa Bureau		10 Connie Bish
17 Dakota Mauger				17 Epworth/Melissa Bureau		17
24 Killian Vandevort				24 Oxford/Mark Ferguson			24
31 Billy Mauger					31 Oxford/Mark Ferguson 		31

[image: http://www.clipartkid.com/images/133/first-sunday-after-pentecost-9iQyV2-clipart.jpg]
 			   	   We are having worship at 10:00 AM  and 11:00 AM with live stream on Facebook at the 11:00 AM worship. Face masks are required at both services.
	Due to limited seating, you must call to pre-register your attendance for either service. Monday-Thursday 8:00-12:00. The office is closed on Friday. You may also place a standing registration for the service you will be attending.


 
 
 
	 Seating for the 10:00 AM service will begin at 9:45 AM and seating for 11:00 AM service begins at 10:50 AM. Only the Ramp Entrance will be open. Please remain vigilant at keeping 6ft. apart. Markers are on the ramp and floor to remind you.





[image: https://clipground.com/images/cool-snowman-clipart-19.jpg]
JANUARY SIFT LUNCHEON
	                          The January SIFT Luncheon will be Thursday, January 21, 2021.  
                                     The meal will be pre-order, take out Dinner. Pick up between Noon 
                                      and 1PM at the rear alley entrance of the Covenant Center. 
	                          The menu will be Ham Bar-B-Que Sandwich, Mac and Cheese, Chips and
                                     Cake.
                                    Reservations are needed by Noon, Monday, January 18th and are limited to 
                                   100. Call the church office 724 548-4312 to place your order.    Thank you

2021 VBS ALUMINUM CANS
For Habitat for Humanity
	We continue our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity
Cans Received November 15th-December 15th—3,077
Total cans received through December15th—25,859
	Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing 
them to the church-at the ramp at the back of the church. 
	If you haven’t been saving aluminum cans, please start-soft drinks, 
juice, power drinks, tea, beer, cat food-Aluminum only-not “tin cans” food, 
soup, etc.
	Call the church office 724-548-4312 or me 724-548-7124 or 
724-859-0819 if you need a can pick-up.				Thank you, The Can Man, Jim Ternent
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[image: ] GOOD NEWS!
THE BEARS ARE BACK
They will individually be in clear plastic bags in the office for those who aren’t able to attend. Feel free to take one to uplift a friend and please do not return them to the church at this time due to Covid.
Thanks and God Bless, Kathy Riffer
JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
  4 Donna King
  6 Pam Coggon
  8 Kimberly Yankasky
11 Natalie Green
11 Joseph Kachur
13 Jalissa Jacobs
14 Ashley Yankasky
20 George Kociban
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FYI
The Covenant Center now has WIFI. The password is posted on the bulletin board.
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THANK YOU’S
First United Methodist Church,
[image: http://www.newdesignfile.com/postpic/2015/08/frozen-snowflake-silhouette_246765.png]	Your support directly impacts the lives of foster childen in Western Pennsylvania. Thank you for loving them so well! Thank you for always supporting us! We have been busier than usual and your support has been a blessing.				Blessings, Foster Care Ministry

Dear Church Family, 
[image: http://www.newdesignfile.com/postpic/2015/08/frozen-snowflake-silhouette_246765.png]	On Behalf of the FUMC Staffing Team, thank you for your generous donations for Pastor Appreciation Month as well as for the First Church Staff Christmas Gifts. Each year your generosity is overwhelming. Our pastors and paid staff are certainly valued and your gifts expressed your appreciation and love to them. Thank you again.			Cindy Volek
										Chair, FUMC Staffing Team
Dear Church,
[image: http://www.newdesignfile.com/postpic/2015/08/frozen-snowflake-silhouette_246765.png]	I want to thank you for the gift of underwear. Right now we are distributing a large amount through our regular program and for our Christmas Kids program. The funds you donated were used to specifically purchase bras and size 5 women underwear. This is where our greatest need is, and your timely donation allowed us to fill the gap. 
	Thanks to the two of you and all the people of First UMC. Let them know that the gift was deeply appreciated. Grace and Peace,      
					Dr. Michael Linger, executive Director, House of the Carpenter

MISSIONS FOCUS FOR  JANUARY
	 Hidey Ho First Church!!
    I wish I may, I wish I might.... I wish I may, I wish I might…
First Church, has your 2020 been full of wishes?
Wilma and I had sooooooo many wishes AND PLANS, that’s for sure!  The biggest one (OF COURSE) was gearing up for our annual January visit to see our First Church BFFs.
[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/hc6-FUV3O_L4_GamDBr2d2FbZIl2cIimeJ3FvLsIay9Ui6uMgQUYYKJ5C0Ifgl-mulckF1CtDwfxTubMkEDlq90L0EA_JlSYQiceZlPLFbxP8EilJDTpuDVnbQuWWGoPMeQsaP_n]However sometimes, God changes our plans, and so...Wilma and I are going to be coming to YOU in a way that makes Socially Distanced look “too cool for virtual school”.
Stayed “logged” in friends...to that Facebook Live, or to that Good Ole Pastor D...because…
God Keeps His Promises,
and
Walter and The Gang Does Too.
Coming Soon to a Screen Near You
#Raisethebarnroof
  Walter and WGGSSPPDDRRGGCCHHA
 Our January Mission focus will be Heifer International as we continue to FILL THE ARK by 2023.  Help us continue to support Walter and His Friends!
                              First Church Mission Team, Janet and Meaghan
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JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS
   5 Donna Shaffer
22 Branden Clever
22 Quinton Clever
24 Mallori Goepfert
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MANORVILLE LINK PAGE
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JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
  1 Cheryl Anderson
  1 Steve Arblaster-son
  3 Nathan Czapor
  8 Jim Boarts
10 Robert Conklin, Jr.
13 Adley Ray Russelburg
14 Erika Olenchek
22 Romy Josephine Welch Russelburg
23 Jerilyn Lloyd
26 Brooke Adalyn Arblaster
28 Sean Arblaster
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BIRTHDAYS
  2 Vicki South  
  7 Tom Frantz
17 Amanda Dingey
20 Natalie Kamer
25 Joan Russell
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