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ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE
                          Senior Pastor: Rev. Deb Kociban                                            Associate Pastor: Brenda Sommerville Schall



First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312
      Worship 10:00 AM   Worship 11:00 AM       Email:fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 PM         Website: firstchurchkittanning.com
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569
Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540
    Worship 11:00 AM     Email: fordmemc@comcast.net

Manorville United Methodist Church-P.O. Box 174, 800 Water Street, Manorville PA  16238
    Worship 9:45 AM
Email: mumc@windstream.net      724-763-1254

Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201       
724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM           
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Please get articles to Audrey no later than
SUNDAY, February 14, 2021. Thank you




 
[image: https://clipartion.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/valentines-clip-art-free.png][image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.  Instead fix your attention on God.  You’ll be changed from the inside out.  Pastor Deb’s
Message

Romans 12: 2  The Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	I feel like I am in Groundhog Day.  Not the Punxsutawney Groundhog Day, but the movie, Groundhog Day.  You know, the one with Bill Murray.  Murray’s weatherman character finds himself trapped in a time loop on Groundhog Day.  Every day is February 2nd.  My everyday feels like that.  Day after day, same routine.  Go to the office, eat lunch, run some errands, eat dinner, watch TV, go to bed.  Get up and repeat.  You know the feeling?
	Paul is issuing a warning to the church in Rome.  They are at risk of becoming too caught up in the pagan and political culture around them.  The pressures to conform to Roman society are enormous.  Without connections, without being quintessentially Roman, it is difficult to live a comfortable life.  Paul sounds the alarm.
	Paul wants them to wake up, reassess their position within the Roman culture and then make changes.  As Christians, their only focus is God.  When the heart and life of a disciple is focused on the things of God, then a disciple will be changed into the likeness of Christ.  Paul is urging them to spend more time in prayer, to engage their whole being in worship and to be open to the Holy Spirit in their study of the scriptures.  As disciples of Jesus, as the church, they should stand out from their Roman world.  They should be examples of the love and grace and forgiveness of Jesus.  The only way this will occur is when they change from being Roman Christians to being Christians who happen to live in Rome.
	The weatherman eventually finds his way out of the time loop of Groundhog Day.  Along the way, he goes through personal transformations that lead to changed relationships with those in his life and opens a new perspective on how to live life.  Brothers and sisters, the best way out of our personal groundhog loops is to focus on the things of God.  As we enter the Lenten season, we need to refocus our energy on becoming more like Christ.  We need to heed the warning of Paul and not become so caught up in our culture that we fail to live in the kingdom of God.  
	So, with our first prayer on Ash Wednesday, with our worship during Lent, and with our final scripture study on Good Friday, let us allow the Holy Spirit to change us from the inside out.  In this way, we will give glory to God, become more fully like Jesus, and offer God’s light to our world.
[image: http://www.missionsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/season-of-lent_1421936390.jpg]Blessings,
Pastor Deb








FEBRUARY LECTIONARY READINGSFebruary 7, 2021, BYOB  Communion
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 20c,
1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39

February 14, 2021, 
Transfiguration Sunday
2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalms 50:1-6,
2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9


 
February 21, 2021,  
1st Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17, Psalms 25:1-10,
1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15 

February 28, 2021
2nd Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, Psalms 22:23-31,
Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38  
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VIEW FROM THE PEW
Fellowship
It is the beginning of January 2021 as I am writing this.   This New Year allows me to reflect on the past year of 2020.  While blessing still abounded within 2020, I think many of us would have the same thought about 2020- Yuck!!   I especially think about the changes we have had to make in our worship experience.   It is especially noticeable as I sit in the pew (or even on my couch) during worship time.   The empty pews around me remind me of the chaos that has hit our world.   I fondly remember how prior to Covid our church was able to hold various events and programs within the church.   I remember choir practice and sharing our gifts in church.    I remember a full church on Christmas Eve singing glorious praises to God.   I remember being able to freely go around the sanctuary and fellowship with my church family members.   BUT WAIT!   Is the opportunity to fellowship really gone? The empty pews help me to remember those who hold such a special place within my heart.   I am then reminded to pray for them or get in touch with them to see how they are doing.   Fellowship doesn’t happen because I am in the presence of others.   Fellowship comes from our spiritual connection within God’s love. Nothing can change that. We are a fellowship of believers, God’s children.   Our love and concern for one another is not dependent on face-to-face contact.   So, fellowship has not changed.   It might need a different approach, but our connection is still strong.   God’s love has drawn us together.   As you read this in February, the month of Love, remember that all love comes from our gracious and glorious God.   Share the love and continue to fellowship in whatever way you can.   God Bless! 

"What we have seen and heard, we also announce it to you so that you can have fellowship with us.  Our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ."  1John 1:3 
Mert Hellein-First Church



[image: http://clipground.com/images/youtube-clipart-2.jpg]FIRST CHURCH ON YOUTUBE
First Church has a YouTube channel. Sunday services and special services such as the Longest Night and Christmas Eve will be posted there. You can search for First United Methodist Church Kittanning PA on YouTube. It takes a few hours to upload the services so you can expect Sunday services to be posted for viewing by Sunday evening.
						 
[image: https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/border-vector-heart-symbol-valentines-day-vector-id1091633574]FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES
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     SOUND SYSTEM     		COUNTERS			READERS 10:00
[image: https://i.pinimg.com/236x/1e/29/d8/1e29d82e775c5aa39bb236def6df8c2f--love-heart-heart-art.jpg]  7 Tim Scaife						  7 Yankasky				  7
14 Dave Yanoschick					14 Bureau					14
21 John Yankasky					21 McKelvey				21
28 Tim King						28 Scaife					28
 
[image: https://webstockreview.net/images/coupon-clipart-valentines-day-2.png][image: http://clipartmag.com/images/dinner-clipart-free-39.png]BELL RINGERS					USHERS			READERS 11:00
  7 Alisha Toy					  7 Albright/Dan Wolfe			  7
14 Nash Wolfe					14 Albright/Dan Wolfe			14
21 Mackenzie Emerick			21 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski			21
28 Logan Green				28 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski			28
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 			   	   We are having worship at 10:00 AM  and 11:00 AM with live stream on Facebook at the 11:00 AM worship. Face masks are required at both services.
	Due to limited seating, you must call to pre-register your attendance for either service. Monday-Thursday 8:00-12:00. The office is closed on Friday. You may also place a standing registration for the service you will be attending.


 
 
 
	 Seating for the 10:00 AM service will begin at 9:45 AM and seating for 11:00 AM service begins at 10:50 AM. Only the Ramp Entrance will be open. Please remain vigilant at keeping 6ft. apart. Markers are on the ramp and floor to remind you.





[image: https://school-clip-art.com/clipart/Valentine/Valentine-dinner.gif]
FEBRUARY SIFT LUNCHEON
	                          The February SIFT Luncheon will be Thursday, February 18, 2021.  
                                     The meal will be pre-order, take out Dinner. Pick up between Noon 
                                      and 1PM at the rear alley entrance of the Covenant Center. 
	                          The menu will be Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Green Beans, 
                                     Cole Slaw, Roll and Cake.
                                    Reservations are needed by Noon, Monday, February 15th and are limited to 
                                    100. Call the church office 724 548-4312 to place your order.    Thank you
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For Habitat for Humanity
	We continue our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity
Cans Received December 15th-January 15th—4,136
Total cans received through January 15th—29,995
	Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing 
them to the church-at the ramp at the back of the church. 
	If you haven’t been saving aluminum cans, please start-soft drinks, 
juice, power drinks, tea, beer, cat food-Aluminum only-not “tin cans” food, 
soup, etc.
	Call the church office 724-548-4312 or me 724-548-7124 or 
724-859-0819 if you need a can pick-up.				Thank you, The Can Man, Jim Ternent
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BIRTHDAYS
  2 Erica Scaife			
  9 Brenda Beers			
  9 Lynn Toth			
12 Tim Hellein			
14 Bernie Green			
18 Kathy Piechowicz
18 Larissa Schrecengost
18 Nash Wolfe
19 Jordan Zier
21 Harold Walter
28 Edna Heigley
 



 
   

   

 

 
   










[image: https://webstockreview.net/images/dove-clipart-sympathy-3.jpg]We extend our Christian Compassion and concern to:
~~Tim (Melissa) Bureau and their family on the death of his son, Timothy Justin Bureau. Timothy passed away Wednesday, December 30, 2020

~~the family of Anna Mae Moffitt. Anna Mae passed away on Wednesday, January 13, 2021.  
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[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/1d/99/43/1d99433acccc1c3496a98c2d57b3fcb4.jpg]THANK YOU’S
                I thank you all for the get well wishes, prayers and sympathy. They are a big help. Rehab is 
                going very slowly, but I am glad it’s not Covid! Hope you are all well and getting ready to
                celebrate the season. It will be a sad one this year. With everything so different even tho we 
                still have much to be thankful for. Let’s count our blessings and go on. Love to all and miss 
               you.											Jean Wolfe
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Dear FUMC family,
	Thank you for the very generous gift. I can’t wait to have the kids back!! I miss 
them. Thank you, God bless.				                               Linda Powell
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/1d/99/43/1d99433acccc1c3496a98c2d57b3fcb4.jpg]
Dear Church,
	We would like to thank all of those at First United Methodist Church, who supported us with cards, words of sympathy and encouragement, gifts and prayers. The loss of Tim’s son, Timmy, has been difficult. But God has taken us into his arms and comfort will come soon. The inspiring words that were spoken by Pastor Deb will stay with us for a long time and for that we are grateful. Thanks 												  Tim and Melissa Bureau
 

MISSIONS FOCUS FOR  FEBRUARY
	Our church family will focus on Life Choices, a local ministry started in 1984 committed to upholding the sanctity of human life by assisting and educating young women and men facing unplanned pregnancies.
	They provide confidential education and counseling in sexual life choices. This ministry, also offers pregnancy tests, ultrasounds, maternity and baby supplies and adoption information. They provide abortion information, but do not provide abortions or referrals for abortions. All these services are free.
	Starting small in 1984, it has grown to provide 4 medical clinics in Kittanning, Butler, Indiana & Greensburg. They opened the doors to “The Inn”, a maternity home in Butler, and presently provides education for inmates at Armstrong, Butler and Indiana County jails.
	Life Choices accepts no government funding, so they rely solely on private donations for client services. Our church-you and I-have a wonderful opportunity to give abundantly to Life Choices-a local ministry which opens abundant life to many young persons and families. Keep this ministry in your prayers and hearts.						Meaghan & Janet 

[image: http://cdn.xl.thumbs.canstockphoto.com/canstock13904823.jpg]FISH DINNERS CANCELLED
The Activities Committee has decided that we will not attempt to do any kind of Lenten Fish Dinners this year. With current regulations and safety issues, we would have to try to do drive through dinners. We feel that the safety of the workers and the logistics of different choices of menu items and pie provide more obstacles to overcome than the benefit of drive thru dinners would provide at this time. Hopefully, we will be back to normal fish dinners next year.          Tim Scaife-Activities Chairman
	 
[image: https://files.constantcontact.com/4e596ab7601/9632fada-37b8-49e5-bbc1-e53cbcd17809.jpg]YOUTH NEWS
Seeking & Preparing A Renewed Kingdom
SPARK 2021 is scheduled for April 17th at the Erie Bayfront Convention Center. This one day event is open to any 6th thru 12th grader. This year our youth was limited to the number of fundraisers we could do. But thanks to the generous support of our family and friends the pie sale, at Thanksgiving time, and the cookie sale, at Christmas, we have funds in the bank. I do not know the cost of this event, but EVERY youth is invited to participate and no teenager will be turned away. The main speaker at this year’s event is Shanterra McBride and music will come to us from Catie Hurst. If you have any questions or would like to attend, call Melissa Bureau at 724-859-2607 or speak to your pastor.
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ALTAR FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE FOR 2021
We have the following dates open for altar flowers. The flower arrangements are $25.00. 
If you would like any of these dates please let Audrey know. Thank you
	January 31			March 7 & 28			April 18 & 25			
	June 13			July 18 & 25			August 8 & 15		
	September 5 & 19		October 31			November 21
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BIRTHDAYS
  5 Ben Ulisky
11 Angela Clever
15 Carly Ochs
25 Ken Jordan
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17 Paul & Donna Titus
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MANORVILLE LINK PAGE


FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
14 John & Lisa Czapor
22 Gary & Ellen Nelson

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
  2 Chris Toy				22 Hyatt Hawk
  6 Brennan Toy			22 Harry Lloyd
  8 Amy Heilman			25 Mike Snyder
12 Sandy Arblaster			25 Hyatt Hawk III
16 Maranda Arblaster		27 Mia Arblaster
17 Seth Hawk			28 Eric Petrosky
21 Cheryl Welch
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FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
10 Ed Russell
12 Sue Davis
12 Lucas Berrett
14 Dave Dingey
19 Alice Croyle
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PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD
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Valentine candy
“conversation
hearts” have a
shelf life of five
years.
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About | bilion Valentine's
Day cards are exchanged
inthe US.

each year.
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Valenting’s Day Facts

Flowers

73% of people who buy
flowers for Valentine's
Day are men, while

only 27% are women.
melloo

2017 wommloocak
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More than 36 milion heart-
shaped boxes of chocolate
are sold for Valentine’s Day

each year. ‘
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Happy Gecumdliog Detg

Groundhog Day is the
1 see my most watched weather
shadow, there will forecast of the year in

be 6 more weeks America. It has been
of winter. celebrated since Februlfy

If I don't see
my shadow,
there will be an
early spring.

I am related to the squirrel
family. | can climb trees and
swim. | hibernate in winter.

Punxsutawney Phil's
predictions have a 40-

60% accuracy. The Germans who setled in

Pennsylvania brought the tradition
of predicting the duration of
winter fo the New World

Punxsutawney Phil is the most
famous groundhog of all. He is
said to be 100 years old. Every
year more than 40,000 people
gather at Gobbler's Knob in
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania to
see what Phil will predict.

Groundhog Day is also the
name of a famous 1993 movie
starring Bill Murray as an
egotistical TV meteorologist
named Phil, sent to cover
Groundhog Day by his TV station.
Andie MacDowell also stars. Itis a
classic comedy. Phil relives

- "4:/ February 2" overand over again,
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