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ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE
                          Senior Pastor: Rev. Deb Kociban                                                                  Lay Minister: Terri Wells



First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312
     Sunday School 9:45 AM     Worship 10:00 AM   Worship 11:00 AM       Email:fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 PM         Website: firstchurchkittanning.com
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569
Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540
    Worship 11:00 AM     Email: fordmemc@comcast.net

Manorville United Methodist Church-P.O. Box 174, 800 Water Street, Manorville PA  16238
    Worship 9:45 AM
Email: mumc@windstream.net      724-763-1254

Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201       
724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM           
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SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please get articles to Audrey no later than
SUNDAY, August 15, 2021. Thank you



 
[image: http://clipground.com/images/vining-clipart-4.jpg][image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]But you have filled my heart with more joy than when their wheat and wine are everywhere! Pastor Deb’s
Message

 Psalm 4: 7 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
	Some things can’t help but make me smile.  Like the bunnies in the yard that chase after one another.  Or my flowerpot painted with a purple gnome.  Baby goats that kick and run just because they can.  A card with goofy cats and one with googly eyes.  Rainbows in unexpected places.  A violet growing in between the smallest cracks of the sidewalk.  The experts tell us that we use fewer muscles to smile than to frown, but you already knew that.
	David is addressing the faithless Israelites who have turned from God.  They are loving emptiness, seeking after lies, trusting in other gods.  David reminds them that God will take of the faithful.  David desires that they weep over their sins and the bring offerings to the Lord and trust in the Lord alone.  David knows that many are wondering why they can’t find goodness anywhere.  God has removed God’s light from them.  
	Yet, David knows this one thing.  Even when the abundant harvest comes in, even when the wheat is pouring out of the barns and when the vats can hold no more wine, God has filled David’s heart with more joy than a magnificent harvest.  It is a deep, abiding joy that allows for David to sleep in peace and live in safety.
	I’m sure you have your own list of things that make you smile.  I love to smile.  I love to laugh.  Smiles and laughter are two of God’s greatest gifts to us.  But God’s greatest gift is the abiding joy we have in Jesus who is our Savior, our Redeemer, our Lord.  This abiding joy will not leave us even in our darkest moments.  
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/Kin/aez/KinaezoXT.png]	Collect the things that make you smile, but hold on tight to the joy of knowing Jesus!
	Blessings, Pastor Deb
[image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]
 Terri Wells
Message


		
	Dear Allegheny River Charge,
	I am so excited to become a member of your charge. I have been met with open hearts and minds. Each and everyone I have been in contact with, has been very kind in Christian outreach to myself and my husband, Ron. I look forward to meeting everyone. Opening the door to my journey has felt like I have come home. In Galatians 5:22 it says’ “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.” It is so evident that the congregations in this charge are filled with the spirit of God from the amount of love, patience, kindness and goodness that has been given to us. My life journey is not new, my walk with Christ is not new, but my journey to become a Local Licensed Pastor is new. I look forward to being an instrument, led by our God, to share his good news.
	Peace be with you all, Terri Wells
AUGUST LECTIONARY READINGSAugust 15, 2021,  
12th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14, Psalm 111,
Ephesians 5:15-20, John 6:51-58

August 22, 2021
13th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 8: 22-30, 41-43, Psalm 84,
Ephesians 6:10-20, John 6:59-69




 
 
                           
          
 

August 1, 2021,  
10th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a, Psalm 51:1-12,
Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:24-35

August 8th, 2021, 
11th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33, Psalm 130,
Ephesians 4:25-5:2, John 6:35, 41-51 
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August 29, 2021
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Song of Solomon 2:8-13, Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9,
James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
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VIEW FROM THE PEW
	Pastor Deb asked me if I would be willing to write a “View from the Pew”. I was not sure if this was something I could do since I am not a seasoned writer, so I had to think about it. For some time now as I sit in the pew I have wondered and prayed for all the empty seats I see. I wonder why some congregations are growing to the point of needing new and larger places to worship, while others are dwindling in numbers, some to the point of closing their doors. God brought to remembrance the story of Gideon from the Old Testament. Gideon was chosen by God to conquer the Midianites who were enemies to the Israelites. When Gideon finally put his trust in God to help him, God had more in store for him than he imagined. His army was to be reduced from 32,000 to just 300 men so no one would be able to claim the glory but God, by His strength and power through his Holy Spirit. I now look at our dwindling numbers from a different perspective. We were at one time deciding whether to close our doors or not due to our numbers dwindling. I see God’s Spirit at work in our small congregation despite our number (maybe even because of our number). I wonder h ow many lives have been touched or changed due to our mission support of, UMCOR, Ramps of Hope, Redbird Mission, Eastbrook Mission Barn, Ruth M. Smith house, Spirit Lake and VBS, to name a few and many local causes as well. How many souls have been saved through the mission work of such a small congregation all to God’s glory because without His leading, power and strength it would be Impossible, just as it was with Gideon. So I will strengthen my faith in God, look back on all the good things he has done and believe he can and will continue to use each and every member of His church no matter how big or how small. After all look what Jesus did with just 12 faithful followers.
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/76/ff/23/76ff233ecad4cdd0a268c6de187efef2.jpg]Blessings, Steven Arblaster, Manorville UMC
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[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/country-clipart-577452-ur-family-great-ingredients-for-great-memories.jpg]WELCOME TERRI WELLS!
The Charge Staff Parish Committee is pleased to announce the appointment of Terri Wells as Lay Minister for the Allegheny River Charge.
While serving the Charge as a half time lay minister, Terri will continue her ministry journey to become a local pastor. Until that process is complete, we have been respectfully asked to refrain from using the title Pastor when addressing or referring to Terri.   Addressing Terri by her first name is acceptable.  Our youth may want to address her as Miss Terri.
Terri grew up in Penfield, PA, just north of Du Bois, and currently resides in Smicksburg with her husband, Ron.  Both Ron and Terri have adult children from previous marriages. Terri has 2 sons, and Ron, a daughter, and a special needs son, who sometimes attends church with Terri and Ron.  Six grandchildren complete the family. 
Terri attended Penn State University and holds a BS in Administration of Justice with a minor in Psychology. She currently works full-time as the Foster Care Coordinator for Indiana County Children and Youth.
Terri says she is not new to preaching as she was called on to step into that roll in her home church, Smicksburg United Methodist Church, many times.  Terri has also served in many other leadership positions in her home church.
Terri’s appointment began on July 1 and the staff parish committee is excited about the new experiences that Terri will bring to the charge.
Terri says that “with all my life experiences and achievements, I value the next chapter of my life as the greatest opportunity that I could ever have, to dedicate my life to sharing the love of Jesus Christ.  I am so excited to explore the word of the Lord with my new brothers and sisters in Christ. To allow God to work through me and use me to bring souls home to him. I pray my heart will always be open, my ears will always listen, my arms will always hug and I pray my words will let you find your way or help you with your walk with Christ.”
More information about Terri can be found on the website of the Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church at www.wpaumc.org.  Members of the Charge SPRC committee, are always available to answer any additional questions that you might have.
  	Be sure to welcome Terri to the Charge and to your congregation!
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  1 Dave Yanoschick		 1 Bureau 		1 Albright/Dan Wolfe 		 1 Carlee Beers
  8 John Yankasky		 8 McKelvey		 8 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski		 8 Caden King
15 Tim King		       15 Scaife		        15 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski	          15 Jocelyn King
22 John Wolfe		       22 Williamson	        22 Epworth/Melissa Bureau          22 Ashley Yankasky
29 Gabe Smith		       29 Ternent	                29 Epworth/Melissa Bureau          29 Madelyn Smith
[image: http://cliparting.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Church-religious-welcome-clipart.jpg]
FIRST CHURCH WELCOMES TERRI WELLS!!
	The Congregation of First Church will welcome Allegheny River Charge Lay Minister, Terri Wells, to our pulpit on Sunday, August 1, 2021. Terri will be with us at both the 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM service. To properly welcome Terri, there will be a cookie fellowship following the 11:00 AM service. Please plan to attend the 11:00 AM service and then greet Terri. We will meet outside under the Folk Festival Tent if the weather cooperates, if not we will be meet and greet in the Library Room. SEE YOU THERE!!

MISSIONS FOCUS FOR AUGUST
[image: http://clipartmag.com/images/gerbera-daisy-clipart-40.png]	Our church family will be offering our care & love to HAVIN in KITTANNING. HAVIN, helping all Victims in Need, is our area’s shelter for survivors and their significant others of domestic violence and sexual assault. 
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/57/74/52/5774527eeb25f39699de3bfcdc2491b2.jpg]	You may choose to donate any of these items from their updated WISHLIST:
	*Laundry Baskets		*Indoor Trash Cans			*Bath Towels & Washcloths
	*Paper Products		*Twin Bed Sheet Sets		*Light Bulbs
	*Batteries-all sizes		*Cleaning Products			*Kitchen Towels & Dish Cloths
	*Money Donations
	FYI-HAVIN provides a 24-hr hotline (1-800-841-8881), emergency shelter, information & referral, advocacy and accompaniment, outreach & education, transportation, 2nd Chance Thrift Shop, various counseling options, Kay’s Cottage (child-friendly facility where children have their forensic interviews conducted).
	Let’s give generously to these persons going through such tough times. Let’s show our love in practical ways.
	Volunteers needed for RISE AGAINST HUNGER’S project on Saturday, September 11, 9:00-12:00 in Apollo. We will carpool from our church’s parking lot at 8:15AM. Children 8 years old may participate if with an adult. Let Janet and Meaghan know soon. Our church has collected $1,175.00 for this great need. Let’s now step up to the plate and finish it! Hope to hear from you.
  	 							Missions Team, Meaghan & Janet
[image: http://allthingsclipart.com/03/rummage.sale.05.jpg]
FIRST CHURCH ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE  
   Our annual rummage sale will be Saturday, August 21 from 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM in the Covenant Center. You may drop off donations Thursday, August 12 - Sunday, August 15 anytime. The Covenant Center will be open Aug 12 from 8:00 AM - noon. Call/text Kim Yankasky (724-664-6867) to open it any other time. All donations are accepted except clothing and audio, video and computer electronics. (Kitchen electronics are acceptable).  We will be setting up and pricing Monday, Aug 16 and Wednesday, August 18 at 9:00 AM. We will set up/price at 6:00 PM Tuesday, August 17.  We will also be selling baked goods and other food at the sale. Please let Kim know if you plan to donate baked goods to coordinate a time to drop them off. Thank you in advance for everything! Hope to see you at the sale! 
[image: http://clipartmag.com/images/sunflower-border-4.jpg]FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES CONTINUED
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2021 VBS ALUMINUM CANS
For Habitat for Humanity
 We continue our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity
	Cans Received May 15th-June 15th-2,878
	Total cans received through June 15th-53,232
Thanks to ARC Manor for 904 cans.  
Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing them to the
church-at the ramp at the back of the church.			Thank you, The Can Man, 	Jim Ternent


Total cans received Bible School Week—5,285
	Thanks to ARC Manor for 135 cans.
Total cans for the ENTIRE VBS YEAR (June 1, 2020-June 25, 2021)-58,517 cans.
A NEW RECORD YEAR! This year $891.92 was given to Habitat.

OUR TOTAL FOR 26 YEARS IS 854,395 CANS WITH $13,949.48 GOING TO HABITAT FOR HUMANITY.
	Many many, thanks to many unknown persons who brought in bags (small, medium, big & huge bags) as well as our regulars. 
			Thank you, “Can Man” Jim



















 







2021 VBS CANS FOR HABITAT
58,517 cans = 58 cans in chimney=24 feet high.
If laid end to end would reach over 4½ miles.
26 year total=854,395 cans.
If laid end to end would be almost 67½ miles long.
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2022 VBS ALUMINUM CANS
FOR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
	Our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity for VBS 2022 has started. Since the end of VBS 2021 (June 25) through July 15 we have received 3,441 cans.
	Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing them to the church-at the ramp at the back of the church.
	If you haven’t been saving aluminum cans, please start saving- soft drinks, juice, power drinks, tea, beer, cat food –ALUMINUM ONLY—NOT “TIN CANS” food, soup, etc…
	Call the church office 724-548-4312 or me 724-548-7124 or 724-859-0819 if you need a can pick-up.			Thank you, The Can Man, Jim Ternent
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       BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS WILL BE 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22ND
[image: http://clipartmag.com/images/sunflower-border-4.jpg]FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES CONTINUED
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ANNIVERSARIES
  1 Frank & Esther Kiss
8 Lance & Becky Zielinski-23 years
25 John & Kimberly Yankasky
26 Tony & Sally Krozely-60 years
  
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
  4 Bonnie Bowser			29 Rob Hankey
13 Evva Yanoschick		30 Jayna Harkleroad
25 Sydney Hicks 			30 Becky Zielinski
26 Brian Muir 			31 Chelsea Beers
28 Macy Green			31 Derek Green
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We extend our Christian Compassion and concern to:
~~Brad & Mert Hellein in their family on the death of his cousin, Donna Hellein. Donna passed away on Thursday, May 27, 2021.
~~The family of Anna Pickett. Anna passed away on Saturday, June 19, 2021. She was the grandmother to Christopher (Eve) Pickett, Joshua (Sarah) Fiscus, Sarah (Jay) Beck-O’Neil and Jennifer Pickett. She also had 6 great-grandchildren.
~~Rev. Dr. Dan Stinson and his family on the death of his wife, Barbara Stinson. Barbara passed away on Friday, July 16, 2021. She was the mother of Jeffrey Stinson, Matthew Stinson (Paula), Jennifer Stinson-Chandler (Chris) and Emily Ortolano (Patrick). She also had 6 grandchildren.
[image: https://www.desicomments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Clip-Art-Butterfly.png]

THANK YOU’S
Dear Frist Church Family, 
[image: https://www.desicomments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Clip-Art-Butterfly.png]	Thank you so much for your thought, cards, calls and prayers for our family as we deal with the
          loss of Donna. Your hearts in Christ have helped to sustain us. God Bless, The Helleins

[image: https://www.desicomments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Clip-Art-Butterfly.png]	Thank you for a great week of vacation bible school. Ava enjoyed every day and will be sad it
          is over. She continues to share stories and sing songs from her time at VBS. Thank you again!
         The Dills
[image: https://www.desicomments.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Clip-Art-Butterfly.png]
	Thank you for a wonderful week of VBS! God Bless. Ashten & Jack 									
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  5 Betty Simmons
11 Nathan Kamer
19 Janice Bernot
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  1 Luella & Mike
  8 JB & Jack
15 Bob & Di
22 Sandy & Lynn
29 Mike & Luella
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THE BISHOP IS COMING!
Manorville's 130th anniversary celebration will be held at 9:45am on Nov. 7th with Bishop Cynthia Moore joining us.  This is our annual All Saints' Day service where we will honor our loved ones who have passed onto a greater glory.  We are praying that COVID has calmed down and we can fill the church with attendees who want to share in our excitement at celebrating 130 years of continued ministry in Manorville.  Reservations are being accepted for the service and for the catered luncheon at noon as our space is limited.  A donation will be accepted for the meal to help cover costs.  
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/summer-school-clipart-4T9K84qTE.gif] 

NEW CHURCH HISTORY BOOK
            	 A history book of our 130 years is being worked on, sharing all the ministries our 
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/music-clipart-Free-music-clip-art-images-2.jpg]               church has supported during our time we have opened our doors to the community and beyond. Details are being worked out for our celebration day.  Your prayers would be appreciated as we work to share stories of our church history. 
   
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
  2 Rev. Thom Bonomo			14 Brittany Walker
  3 Brianna Conklin Huth			16 Michael Anderson
  4 Darcy Gaul Toy				17 Rick Orton
  6 Steve Arblaster (dad)			17 Cindy Hill
  7 Daria Petrie				22 Rachel Wrona-Rowe
  7 Casey Welch				29 Mike Querry
11 Lori Walker
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“MUSIC AND REMINISCE”
At Manorville UMC
October 23rd at 2pm we are inviting former pastors to join us for a special service of music and shared recollections of our former pastors of their time with our church. Bruce Shaffer will join us as well as others to provide the music. Refreshments will follow the service.
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ANNIVERSARIES
 14 Tim & Elaine Waldenville
21 Carol (Reesman) & Steven Snyder-15 years
26 Natalie (Perrott) & Chris Toy-16 years
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AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
 12 Bea Smith
14 Sharon Ulisky
14 Vesta Csir
15 Austin Wyant
19 Ruth Gallaher
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9 Dick & Peggy Say
11 Diana & Wilbert Denetdale 
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Help is needed for the First Church food booth at the Fort Armstrong Folk Festival.

Saturday, July 31 from 9:00 – 12:00 – Help is needed to set up booth and tent for the festival.  You do not need to sign up since there is much to do.

Booth workers needed:  Please call Melissa Bureau (724-859-2607) to schedule a time to work.

Booth Money Table:  We need people to make change for the counter workers.  You will be seated at a table for this.  Please call Tim Scaife (724-664-5346) to schedule this.

Sunday Evening Cleanup – Many people will be needed to clean up and put away after the Festival ends at 6:00 on Sunday August 8.  No need to sign up.  Everyone is welcome.  Will do some cleanup starting at 5:30.

Please make sure you SIGN IN any time you are working.  Profits will be distributed to each church of the Allegheny River Charge based on the amount of work provided by the members of that church.
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Sam. We need to do as much
of nothing as we can.”
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“l wish God would turn down the
summer a little.”
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