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ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE
                          Senior Pastor: Rev. Deb Kociban                               Associate Pastor: Brenda Sommerville Schall



First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312
 Worship 10:00 AM   Worship 11:00 AM       Email:fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 PM         Website: firstchurchkittanning.com
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569
Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540
    Worship 11:00 AM     Email: fordmemc@comcast.net

Manorville United Methodist Church-P.O. Box 174, 800 Water Street, Manorville PA  16238
    Worship 9:45 AM
Email: mumc@windstream.net      724-763-1254

Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201       
724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM           
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NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please get articles to Audrey no later than
SUNDAY, October 18, 2020. Thank you




[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/McL/LrB/McLLrB4bi.gif][image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]               Pastor Deb’s
Message

    “Don’t you have eyes? Why can’t you see? Don’t you 
have ears? Why can’t you remember?”     Mark 8: 18 CEB 


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
	My optometrist tells me I am developing cataracts. My ears are ringing. I have had tinnitus for as long as I can remember. I can’t remember what I had for lunch, let alone what I did yesterday. All of these are a sure sign that I am aging. For the most part, I am OK with all of it. But all these small ailments are quite a distraction is my life. I have trouble reading now because of the cataracts. It is hard to hear others at times because of the constant ringing. My memory tends to rob me of past joys and blessings. They are a distraction at best and a hindrance at worst. 
	Jesus is frustrated with his disciples, again. He has just fed more than 4000 people with a couple of loaves of bread and a few fish. He has argued with the Pharisees who are looking for a sign to confirm his claim to be Messiah. He has warned the disciples to be careful of the ways in which both the Pharisees and Herod will try to disrupt their mission and ministry. And yet, the disciples remain clueless about his identity and unable to grasp what he is doing right in front of them. 
	Despite their 20/20 vision, the disciples are blind to Jesus as God’s Son. Although they can hear whispered conversations, they are deaf to the witness of the Spirit in their hearts and to the kingdom teachings of Jesus. Their memories fail to recall the many miracles that Jesus has performed while among the people. They are missing the Savior in their midst. 
	My maladies are minor when compared with the disciples’ complete lack of understanding of Jesus. I am grateful that I can “see” Jesus with a heart of faith. I can “hear” the joy of discipleship among my brothers and sisters. I can experience the present blessings of love, forgiveness and grace which never cease flowing from the throne of God. 
[image: https://clipartion.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/free-fall-borders.png]	We are beginning a new section of our newsletter this month. It is entitled, “The View from the Pew.” It is my hope that with every edition of the newsletter a brother or sister from the churches in ARC will share with us what their eyes of faith are seeing, what their ears of discipleship are hearing and what their hearts of joy are remembering. Each of us has a unique perspective and view of what God is doing among us. If you would like to participate, please let me know via a phone call, text, or email. I am excited to “see”, to “hear” and to “remember” with you. 
Blessings,
Pastor Deb
[image: http://stmarybristolri.org/images/pastors_Desk.gif]                 
                 As a Christian we must pray expecting wonderful things. Hope 
                 gives us peace. “Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you arePastor Brenda’s
Message

                 God, my God and Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” 
                    (Psalm 25:5)
	     There is no hope without Jesus. Our Father in heaven loves us
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/McL/LrB/McLLrB4bi.gif]                 with unconditional love. It doesn’t matter what we do he still loves us. When we pray do not just wait patiently-we need to wait knowing and expecting the Father to hear our prayers and respond to our heart-felt cries.
	Even now with all that the world is going through he is here! We have a God 
that is a prayer-answering Father. Remember in his time, not ours. Pray expecting!              
 Pastor Brenda
Lord God, thank you, that I need not fear, you are with me. I am loved and blessed.
[image: http://sonshineschool.amchurch.net/files/2011/11/harvest.png]THE VIEW FROM MY PEW
	The best place to start is from the beginning, and my family model of church seating.  My mother passed away August of 2019, but most Saturday nights or Sunday mornings, there was a Kociban/Mozcak sitting in one of the two back row pews of Sts. Cyril and Methodious Church in Windber, Pa.  It had been that way for over a 100 years with my mother or her mother occupying those seats. I am not quite sure why they picked the last pew.  Maybe it was because they believed that by sitting there, they were being humble.  Or maybe it gave them the best vantage point to see everyone who was there or who came in late.  Whatever the reason, they were the first out and home before the church was even empty.   So, to say the least, I have pew longevity!  I have always staked out my pew, and I do not divert much from it.  I have moved forward to the middle of the church to show I have my own style.  
	On Deb’s first Sunday in Kittanning, I needed to decide where to sit.  Like buying a house, its location, location, location.  It was a no brainer, sit next to Kathy Piechowicz, who, as a former member of First McKeesport, was practically family.  At least I knew her name and not likely to forget it.  I was surrounded by good company, the Fergusons behind me, Audrey’s family in front of me and across the aisle was Tim and Linda Scaife.  My new pew neighborhood was formed.  
	The neighborhood was stable for the first two years. Then COVID 19 hit.  It went from church every Sunday to total shutdown in March.  Every Sunday it felt like something was missing.  Deb started writing weekly letters to the congregation so the church family could stay connected.  Deb and I did a webinar about live streaming Sunday Service and a new way of Sunday worship was born.  We started out using Deb’s cell phone and progressed to our own Mevo Start camera.  There were successes and failures, but we were live streaming our service.  One week was a total disaster.  But the “The Video Few Crew”, including bell ringer, sound guy, phone camera tech, prayer request coordinator, and organist /vocalist, forged ahead. Viewership was anywhere between 200 to 300 people.  I didn’t realize how far reaching that was until someone we didn’t know passed us at Riverside Market and told Deb how much she enjoyed her Sunday service
	The Worship committee met several times via “Zoom.”  Who knew what that was before COVID?  The WC worked hard to prepare the sanctuary for actual in person worship.  In-person worship began in June and is attended by 10 to 20 people.  Social distancing limited the number of people attending Sunday service which birthed the 10 o’clock service on the lawn.  It has turned into the coolest Sunday service that I have ever attended.   The addition of amplification and some live music made it even better.  Since beginning the lawn service, we have been rained out twice.  It became clear that the church family really missed seeing each other.  After the first lawn service, folks hung around for about 30 minutes after it ended.  
	The lawn service also featured BYOB (bring your own bread communion), followed by bring your pet to church day and then backpack Sunday for the kids.  I, for one, will be sad when we go inside for the fall and winter.  The last outdoor service will take place September 27th.   We will go indoors, Sunday, Oct. 4th, with a 10am and an 11am service.  Please pre-register for one of the two services. 
	Being a pastor’s spouse and living in the parsonage is kind of like living at church, so here are some things that I participated in or I observed from the parsonage window.  Being on the fellowship committee during times of less contact makes it hard to get people together.  As we moved forward to our new normal, the fellowship committee awoke from its COVID slumber.  Our first movie on the lawn featured Frozen II and I was beginning to wonder if they made films featuring real people.  We set up in the parsonage yard and it reminded me of going to the drive-in. It was a great time even if we were spread apart.  I suggested our next gathering be a movie featuring real people, something with living, breathing people in all the roles.  Two weeks ago, we watched John Candy in The Great Outdoors.  It was an old-fashioned drive-in theatre, with cars/trucks in the yard.  Several people, including my mother-in-law, watched the movie from the bed of a truck.  The night featured popcorn and a fire pit for s’mores and hot dogs.  A great time was had by all who attended.  Our new neighbors and people driving down North [image: http://sonshineschool.amchurch.net/files/2011/11/harvest.png]Jefferson probably wondered what the church people were up to.  But it is clear that we are up to something. 
	A special thanks to Sue and Rob Hankey for keeping the church, parsonage, and Covenant Center lawns so pristine.  It is a beautiful space for creative mission and ministry.
					Submitted by George Kociban 
OCTOBER LECTIONARY READINGSOctober 18, 2020
20th Sunday after Pentecost, Laity Sunday
 Exodus 33:12-23, Psalm 99,
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22
 Steve leading service with Laity Assistants
                                                          (Manor)
October 25, 2020
Reformation Sunday
Deuteronomy 34:1-12, Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17,
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Matthew 22:34-46
 		

                            
          
 

October 4, 2020, World Communion
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20, Psalm 19,
Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46

October 11, 2020
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:1-14, Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23,
Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14
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CHARGE CONFERENCE DATE HAS CHANGED  
--WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 AT 7:00--




  [image: http://christianholisticcenter.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/cross-and-vine-christian-clipart.jpg]PASTOR APPRECIATION 2020
			October is Pastor Appreciation Month and the Staff Parish Committee asks 		that you show your love and appreciation to both Pastor Deb and Pastor Brenda.
			The Allegheny River Charge churches are indeed blessed by the presence of 		both of our leaders. Our pastors have continually worked during these unsettling 
		times, finding new ways to care for us and to assure that the word of God is shared.
              	Please set aside some time, especially this month, to express your gratitude and love to each of our pastors. Perhaps you can send a personal note or better yet express your thanks in person (at a safe distance of course), and as always, we ask that you remember each in your daily prayers.
	Be sure to let Pastor Deb and Pastor Brenda know that you appreciate
 their never-ending labor in the name of God.
 “How can we thank God enough for YOU in return for all the joy we 
have in the presence of our God because of YOU?” 
						(1 Thessalonians 3:9)
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PLEASE REMEMBER FIRST CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESS HAS CHANGED
fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
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[image: http://clipart-library.com/img1/1891451.png][image: http://clipartmag.com/images/halloween-witches-clipart-6.jpg][image: http://clipartmag.com/images/october-clipart-7.gif]     SOUND SYSTEM     		COUNTERS			      USHERS
  4 Dave Yanoschick				  4 Ternent				  4 Oxford/Mark Ferguson
11 John Yankasky				11 Yankasky				11 Oxford/Mark Ferguson
18 Tim King					18 Bureau					18 Albright/Dan Wolfe
25 John Wolfe					25 McKelvey				25 Albright/Dan Wolfe			 
 			   [image: http://www.splchastings.org/assets/files/fall_9643c.jpg]
	Beginning on Sunday, October 4th our 10:00 AM outdoor worship will be moving indoors.  We will also be having worship at 11:00 AM with live stream on Facebook at the 11:00 AM worship. Face masks are required at both services.
	Due to limited seating, you must call to pre-register your attendance for either service. Monday-Thursday 8:00-12:00. The office is closed on Friday. You may also place a standing registration for the service you will be attending.


 
 
 



	 Seating for the 10:00 AM service will begin at 9:45 AM and seating for 11:00 AM service begins at 10:50 AM. Only the Ramp Entrance will be open. Please remain vigilant at keeping 6ft. apart. Markers are on the ramp and floor to remind you.




[image: https://i.pinimg.com/736x/17/d5/e4/17d5e4c95a727d3b9fe16c4aa2bf94fa--first-holy-communion-sandal.jpg]BYOB- BRING YOUR OWN BREAD
Beginning Sunday, October 4th and each first Sunday of the month we will BYOB for Communion at 10:00 & 11:00 services.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDWe are looking for some volunteers to help live stream the 11:00 AM worship service. 
See Pastor Deb or Kim Yankasky if interested.


[image: https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/trosor-vector-id1070699586?k=6&m=1070699586&s=612x612&w=0&h=IRhQ4lncJnw82h4xoYCzkXcD3LZ-ADcqKI3A12aaW3U=]


MISSIONS FOCUS FOR OCTOBER
(“Fund Me Sum Undies!”)
	Our missions focus for October will be to provide a financial contribution to The House of The Carpenter in Wheeling, W.VA. This gift of money will pay for “UNDIES” for children, youth, women & men in this area. During an average week The House of the Carpenter impacts over 1,400 people through their ministry.l
	This is the second time we will be giving “unmentionables” (all sizes, colors, & variations of underwear). If you will remember, last October we happily enjoyed “UNDIES SUNDAYS” as we generously gave a plethora of foundational items. This fall however, due to COVID, we will collect money for the same purpose. Hence, the title “FUND ME SUM UNDIES”!!
[image: https://webstockreview.net/images/underwear-clipart-16.png]	Won’t you kindly give a donation out of compassion for these people? Remember, dear church family, with our gift we will be “undergirding” our neighbors with dignity, warmth, a sense of well-being & simple,wonderful love. May God bless you as you bless others.
								Missions Committee


[image: http://clipartix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/October-clip-art-free-free-clipart-images-5-clipartcow-3.png]OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES
1 Pastor Brenda & Chet Schall-4 years
3 James & Diane Weibel
8 Ryan & Sally Cornman-9 years
8 Ken & Barb Gaughan-43 years
12 Larry & Janet McKelvey-18 years
16 Ryan & Crystal Zier-10 Years
24 Matthew & Jolena VanMeter-6 years
30 Rob & Sue Hankey-39 years

   

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
  2 Brandon Schrecengost
  6 Sierra Aires
  6 Norm King
  6 Patrick Wolfe
  7 Matthew Kachur
10 Frank Kiss
10 Mark Porter
11 Melissa Bureau
13 Connie Bish
14 Harry Waldenville
15 Jazmine Hicks
15 Brad Volek
17 John Yankasky
18 Kaitlin Edwards
20 Lindsay Harkleroad
21 Rowan Vandervort
22 Lance Zielinski
26 Ada Bowser
28 Ryan Cornman
29 Fay A Asay
30 Hayley Hoffman
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We extend our Christian Compassion and concern to:
~ Jo (Matthew) VanMeter and her family on the death of her father, Rick Reefer. Rick passed away on Monday, August 24, 2020. Rick was also the grandfather to Megan VanMeter.
2021 VBS ALUMINUM CANS
For Habitat for Humanity
	We continue our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity
Cans Received August 15th-September 15th—3384
Total cans received through September 15th—14,340
	Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing them to the church-at the ramp at the back of the church. ARC Manor 91 cans and Union Ave UMC 289 cans.
	If you haven’t been saving aluminum cans, please start-soft drinks, juice, power drinks, tea, beer, cat food-Aluminum only-not “tin cans” food, soup, etc.
	Call the church office 724-548-4312 or me 724-548-7124 or 724-859-0819 if you need a can pick-up.				
		Thank you, The Can Man, Jim Ternent
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SIFT LUNCHEONS ARE ON HOLD FOR NOW. 
            
CHILDREN AND ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
	                We will not be starting up our Adult and Children’s Sunday Schools at this time. We
                           will be re-evaluating end of September.
[image: https://clipground.com/images/beginning-of-school-clipart-7.jpg]RAINBOW ROAD
Rainbow Road Preschool is off to a wonderful start in our new space in the Covenant Center! The new space is ideal to meet Covid-19 guidelines too. We do have 2 openings in our afternoon class. Please pass this information along to those who might be interested.
[image: http://www.freshettesgraphics.com/fgfallflowersrt.gif]           THANK YOU!
Thank you to the many people who have helped with the remodeling project to move Rainbow Road Preschool to its new location in the Covenant Center. The new counselor’s room and the new space for Rainbow Road have been completed. We are currently working on a new storage space before we finish the project by adding 2 new additional restrooms. We cannot thank the following enough for their hard work and donation of time (some many, many hours) to work on the remodeling aspect and/or moving Rainbow Road to its new space: Tim Scaife, John Yankasky, Joe and Bonnie Bowser, Joe Heckert, Diane Thomas, Michael Thomas, George Kociban, Gabe Smith, Dave Yanoschick, Jim Ternent, John Wolfe, Dan Wolfe, Bob Wolfe, Pam & Herb Coggon and Shari Schrecengost. Again, I cannot thank you all enough for your time and dedication!  		   	 Kim Yankasky
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OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
  1 Brenda Berrett
  6 Caleb Berrett
11 Lowell Simmons
27 Brodie Lemmon
30 Clara Beckett
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ANNIVERSARY
23 Dave & Amanda Dingey 
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  Due to the constraints caused by the Corona Virus, Ford Memorial Church will NOT host the Free Thanksgiving Day Dinner in November. Instead, we will offer to the public one of our most-talked-about meals:
 Thanksgiving-In-a-Cup
We will offer FREE TAKE-OUT ONLY meal on
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2020
From 3:30-5:00 PM
Meals will be available first-come, first-served;
NO RESERVATIONS.
                       Ford Memorial United Methodist Church is located at 1024 Fourth Ave., Ford City.
Meal pick-up will be at the church’s elevator entrance.
It comes in a reusable, 32-ouce microwave-safe sealed container. 
Dessert will be in a separate container.

AND: Pumpkin Cookies

 


[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/cup-clip-art-yellow-cup-md.png]


Vegetable

Gravy

Roasted Turkey








Stuffing Ball


Mashed 
Potatoes
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BIRTHDAYS
11 Clair Lundberg
19 Gary Wyant, Jr.
20 Dave Wolfe
21 Carol Ingram
30 Peggy Say
   
 
 	 
  	 
 
 

 


OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES
3 Scott & Debbie Eberle
4 Clair & Marilyn Lundberg
10 Bill & Carolyn Ingran








[image: https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/halloween-border-candy-corn-6533687.jpg]



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
		The September 14, 2020 meeting of the UAUMW was held at the church with 
            10 in attendance. The meeting opened with the reading of the purpose of the UMW, 
            led by President Karen Wolfe, the hostess was Donna Titus, Devotions: Karen Wolf,.
            Minute Missions: Donna Shaffer, Prayer Calendar: Carolyn Ingram. 
		The secretary’s report and treasurer’s report were read and approved. Motion
            was made to pay remainder of pledge to the District UMW, as well as the purchase 
            of cards, service pin, and a new program book. Motion passed.

             Women’s missions and programs:
            Turkey Fund--$100
            Community Action Agency: Will ask for a family to support for Christmas--$250
            UMCOR-Hygiene kits. List of items for kits was distributed to members.
            Hoagie coupons will be sold again for a money raiser. You can contact any member for
            coupons. 
            I will write a letter to Shop ‘n’ Save to request the use of the Hot Dog Hut for 2021 
            as a fundraiser, coronavirus permitting.
           Thank Bank Program will be November 22, 2020.
           Blessing Bags will be November 15, 2020.
           Change of times of meetings for the fall and winter months will be the first Monday of 
           the month at 2 PM. This will start with the October meeting.
            Our Christmas dinner will be December 7, 2020 at 2 PM. Peggy will call The Adrian 
            Store to reserve the date.
                                    Election of officers for 2021: All officers will remain the same for 2021, 
                                        Passed unanimously.

                                                           Meeting closed with the reading of the UMW’s Prayer.
					                          Secretary, Ellen Nelson	 




[image: http://clipart-library.com/img1/833027.jpg][image: http://clipart-library.com/img1/833027.jpg]MANORVILLE LINK PAGES
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/clipart-free-halloween-pumpkin-clip-art-free.jpg]Hand sanitizer and face masks continue to be available inside the doors for your use and safety.
FINANCIAL COUNTERS
  4 Jack Bennett & Jim Boarts
11 Mike Snyder & Luella Bennett
18 Bob & Dianna Brocious
25 Sandy McKee & Lynn Sibley		
 


 







[image: https://i.pinimg.com/736x/ee/8e/9f/ee8e9f83efbc5b2f5b3548e553f8842c--art-flowers-flowers-garden.jpg]OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES
9 Jack & Luella Bennett
27 Darcy & Shawn Toy
 
 
 
 


MANORVILLE CONGREGATIONAL TURKEY DINNER
Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 6:00 PM
	Since it went so well last year, we are continuing the tradition. We will have a “sorta” catered Turkey meal again for us to enjoy. We will do the “real” mashed potatoes, cole slaw, sweet Potatoes, veggies and drink. We ask for people to bring desserts, as usual.
	You are asked to pay $5.00 a meal, children 5 and younger are free. Cash or check made out to “MUMC Nurture” can be given to Lisa Czapor or Lu Bennett when you sign up. Sign up is necessary so we know how many dinners to order. There was no kitchen sales fund raiser at MV community yard sales this year so a slight increase had to be added to the charge.
	Sign-up sheet will be on the back window in October. Deadline is Nov. 1st to sign up. Make sure you mark your calendar and join us for this festive meal.


[image: https://media.istockphoto.com/vectors/roast-turkey-dinner-vector-id165943933?k=6&m=165943933&s=612x612&w=0&h=EJDR8-Gfq8POHCSWR0enyxlKr__e0DrQEEkhr9bl-Dg=]

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
  9 Jeanette Dotts
  9 Paige Reesman
  9 Belinda Olinger
  9 Ed Zielinski
13 Maria L. Brocious Corbett
14 John Czapor II
18 Owen James Branan
21 Richard Dotts
24 Gabriel Lytle
29 Dianna Brocious   
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             All Saints’ Day -  In an effort to support the Ruth M Smith Home AND to recognize the saints of  Manorville UMC, on Nov. 1st.   we will celebrate All Saints’ Day at Manorville.  Traditionally a time of remembering those who have “gone to their reward in heaven”, this is an appropriate time to recognize those who worked so hard to build our church - both the bricks and wood and the spiritual ministry we  continue  to share with our community.  To order, fill    out the form below and give it with your  donation to Luella.  Deadline to order your resin dove is Sunday, October 25th. PLEASE NOTE: one name per dove
	There will be a name tag on each dove with your loved one’s name. Your worship committee hopes that you will support this mission as well as share your love of a “saint”.    
             There will be an insert in your bulletin on Sunday, Nov. 1st , listing those who wished to remember their loved ones.  
             All proceeds will go to support the Ruth M. Smith Home in Sheffield, PA.


Name (s) _____________________________________________		Total $ ___________

I/We wish to order a dove (s)   (quantity)  _______ at $3.00 each in memory of:

_________________________ _________________________ _____________________________________

_________________________ __________________________ _____________________________________
       The sanctuary always looks SO beautiful with all our testimonials to our loved ones.  Let’s all work together and light up the sanctuary with God’s love.  And, of course, we will hang our All Saints’ banner with the names of our loved ones written on it, including the two we lost this year.  	
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Let your light shine so
people everywhere may
see your good actions
and praise God in
heaven because of it.
Matthew 5:16
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