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ALLEGHENY RIVER CHARGE
                          Senior Pastor: Rev. Deb Kociban                                            Associate Pastor: Brenda Sommerville Schall



First United Methodist Church-301 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201      724-548-4312
 Sunday School 9:45 AM    Worship 10:00 AM   Worship 11:00 AM       Email:fumchurchkittanning@comcast.net
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 PM         Website: firstchurchkittanning.com
Fax: 724-548-5157       Rainbow Road: 724-543-7569
Parsonage- 307 N Jefferson Street, Kittanning PA  16201       724-543-4808

Ford Memorial United Methodist Church-1024 Fourth Ave, Ford City PA  16226         724-763-1540
    Worship 11:00 AM     Email: fordmemc@comcast.net

Manorville United Methodist Church-P.O. Box 174, 800 Water Street, Manorville PA  16238
    Worship 9:45 AM
Email: mumc@windstream.net      724-763-1254

Union Avenue United Methodist Church-421 Union Ave, Kittanning PA  16201       
724-543-5012            Worship 9:00 AM           
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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please get articles to Audrey no later than
SUNDAY, November 15, 2020. Thank you
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Message


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	Crisis Fatigue.  It’s a thing.  Did you know that?  In fact, it is a huge thing now.  Almost all of us are suffering from it.  We are exhausted by all the movement from one crisis to another.  We are weary of coping with COVID-19 only to witness the images of out of control wildfires and the devastation of hurricanes.  Our spirits are being assaulted by national division, conflict, and a contentious election process.  Is there no where we can turn for respite, relief, or comfort?
	So many of the psalms offer to God thanksgiving and praise.  Quite a few of them were written for singers and musicians.  They have been memorized and cherished for generations of believers.  They provide for us a centering of our hearts and minds on God and on God’s faithful care and love for us.  They remind us that the totality of our lives is God’s only concern.  We employ the psalms for worship, for confession, and for prayer.  
King David, the author of the psalms, knew about crisis fatigue.  His kingdom was never free from conflict during his years of reign.  His personal life was a chaotic mess.  His walk with God fluctuated between his ignoring God’s instructions and praising God with song and dance.  King David went from one national and personal crisis to another and through it all he sang songs of praise and lifted thanksgivings to God.  He discovered that by praising and thanking God his spirit would enter into the very presence of God and there he would receive the respite, relief, guidance and comfort his soul was longing for.
	As we celebrate a subdued Thanksgiving this year, it behooves us to take our cue from King David.  Although our holiday will look much different from the year’s past, it will still hold the presence of our God.  Crisis fatigue is a thing, but it is a thing that can be overcome when we lift our hearts in thanksgiving and praise.  It can be overcome when we enter into the presence of God with grateful hearts and humble attitudes for the great things God has done, continues to do and will do for us.  
	But why wait for Thanksgiving?  Let’s open the gates of the throne room today with the password, “Thank you!”  Let’s make ourselves at home with God today, praising God with every breath we breathe.  Let’s thank God.  Let’s worship God.  Today.  Just for today, we will allow thanksgiving to God to overtake us. Then we will experience the blessing of having crisis fatigue melt away from our souls. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-kbKeBS9DnyY/VGfAF2HcGVI/AAAAAAABJnA/Y0jJibdICn4/s1600/large_happy-thanksgiving-title.png]Happy Thanksgiving!
Blessings,
Pastor Deb
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            THANKSGIVING IN THE AGE OF THE CORONAVIRUS by Sandy McKee
It’s an understatement to say it’s been a difficult 2020. This month we face a holiday that focuses on gratitude although many won’t even be able to gather with loved ones. Some have coped with quarantine by adopting more healthy lifestyles, but for many, it’s resulted in overeating, anxiety and depression. I’d hoped an outcome of the fears might be a massive return to our Lord and Savior, but I see little evidence of that.

We’ve faced tough Thanksgivings before. The first between the Pilgrims and Wampanoag was a celebration of survival. Only half the Pilgrims made it through the first year. Even though the Natives were pretty kind to the newcomers, the Pilgrims regarded them as savages and heathens, and inflicted disease and enslavement on them. Then during World War II, we had food and gas rationing, loss of lives and unbelievable human suffering. But Americans still found ways to show thanks to God for their blessings.

We’ve certainly come a long way since the 1620s and 1940s. We’ve overcome killer diseases, violence, genocide, poverty and now treat all of God’s children equally. WHAT???
Just kidding. But during these tough times people still joined together, made sacrifices and gave thanks to God.

In 2020, we are a deeply divided nation and church. Having and showing true gratitude might be what saves us. A Methodist church in Virginia has declared this the Year of Gratitude. They have planned many activities such as gratitude journals and sharing thanks at services on a regular basis. Many of their ideas are from a book by church historian Diane Butler. Her book, GRATEFUL: The Transformative Practice of Giving Thanks, defines gratitude as, “kindness in the face of anger, connection in the face of division and hope in the face of fear.”

I hope the idea catches on. Thanks is a major theme of the Bible and the teachings of Jesus. Everything is a gift from God, and as we’re told in Ephesians, “we should always give thanks.” Psychologists say gratitude is healthy, can reduce stress, heighten our immune systems and strengthen our communities.

So, let’s not be shy about sharing our gratitude. Dr. Butler says we shouldn’t hold the poor turkey hostage at our Thanksgiving table by forcing guests to recite what they’re grateful for before dining. But we should seek settings where showing gratitude is welcome. I’ll begin my sharing here: I am flawed and make mistakes and am eternally grateful for God’s forgiveness. I’m even grateful for hard times, because as James tells, they help to build our faith and perseverance. I’m so thankful for God’s grace and that He’s always been there for me. God has granted me joy and peace in the midst of the storms that rage about us. I appreciate home, food and friends more dearly than ever. I’m so grateful for people I gave little thought to before, like medical workers and store clerks.

I’m glad that I can’t make it through a day without talking to the Lord. Remember when God finally responded to Job’s questions as to why his world was falling apart? God told him that many things were beyond his understanding, but that God had it under control. When Paul asked God to remove the “thorn in his side,” God said no, that His grace was sufficient. I do not know what the future holds, but am so glad that our Lord holds the future. And with God, it is good.

Perhaps Thanksgiving 2020 will kick off a season of less rampant consumerism and more demonstrations of our gratitude. Maybe we can write notes to those unable to attend Thanksgiving dinner and tell them how much they mean to us. Maybe we can reach out to those suffering from pain, isolation or poverty. Maybe we can forgive or seek forgiveness from someone we’ve wronged. Maybe we can jot down things we are grateful for each day and share them with others and God.
[image: http://www.misskatecuttables.com/uploads/shopping_cart/9480/large_happy-thanksgiving-title3.png]
May your 2020 Thanksgiving be one of peace, joy and gratitude. Amen


 
NOVEMBER LECTIONARY READINGSNovember 1, 2020, BYOB Communion
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Joshua 3:7-17, Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37,
1 Thessalonians2:9-13, Matthew 23:1-12

November 8, 2020
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25, Psalm 78:1-7,
1 Thessalonians4:13-18, Matthew 25:1-13
November 15, 2020
24th Sunday after Pentecost
 Judges 4:1-7, Psalm 123,
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25:14-30

November 22, 2020
Christ the King Sunday
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Psalm 100,
Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46
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            November 29, 2020
1st Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19,
1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37

[image: https://accessadvent.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/candles-11.png]
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RAMPS OF HOPE RECEIVES ACCF GRANT
	We are pleased to announce that Ramps of Hope, Indiana District, has received a grant from the Armstrong County Community Foundation in the amount of $1750.  It is the mission of our ministry to enhance the lives of people with limited mobility by providing them with a ramp to give them safe and easy access to their homes. This grant will greatly help us to meet the needs of some Armstrong County residents who are in need of a ramp but who do not have the financial means to afford one.  With this grant, we will be able to supplement whatever funds they can afford to donate in order to be sure they get the ramp.  We are honored to have our ministry chosen for this award and are extremely grateful to the Foundation, the Board of Directors and Executive Director Jodi Beers.
		Lynn Sibley and Tim Scaife
		Armstrong Ramps of Hope 

[image: http://divinemercymd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/thanksgiving-cornucopia-clipart-6.jpg][image: http://divinemercymd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/thanksgiving-cornucopia-clipart-6.jpg]FIRST CHURCH LINK PAGES
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[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/7ia/p6q/7iap6qK9T.jpg]  1 Dave Yanoschick					  1 Scaife				  1 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski
  8 John Yankasky					  8 Williamson			  8 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski
15 Tim Scaife						15 Ternent			15 Epworth/Melissa Bureau
22 Dave Yanoschick					22 Yankasky			22 Epworth/Melissa Bureau
29 John Yankasky					29 Bureau				29 Oxford/Mark Ferguson
 
[image: http://www.splchastings.org/assets/files/fall_9643c.jpg] 			   	   We are having worship at 10:00 AM  and 11:00 AM with live stream on Facebook at the 11:00 AM worship. Face masks are required at both services.
	Due to limited seating, you must call to pre-register your attendance for either service. Monday-Thursday 8:00-12:00. The office is closed on Friday. You may also place a standing registration for the service you will be attending.


 
 
 


	 Seating for the 10:00 AM service will begin at 9:45 AM and seating for 11:00 AM service begins at 10:50 AM. Only the Ramp Entrance will be open. Please remain vigilant at keeping 6ft. apart. Markers are on the ramp and floor to remind you.




[image: http://divinemercymd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/thanksgiving-cornucopia-clipart-6.jpg]         FIRST CHURCH CONTINUED 
WELCOME BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
We want everyone to stay safe and healthy this year so here are a few things you need to know:
	*MASKS ARE REQUIRED for all.
	*New time- 9:45-10:45. This helps us align with the new worship times and seating times.
	*Please wit in the Library Room at 10:45 to meet your family-this will allow you to be seated 
[image: https://webstockreview.net/images/clipart-clothes-autumn-14.png]            together if you are attending the 11:00 service.
	*Social Distance at all times both in the classroom and while arriving and waiting for your
            family.
	*Rooms have been rearranged to have enough space
		*PreSchool/Kindergarten is upstairs in the large middle room on the left (same as last 
                       year)
		*1st -2nd Grade is upstairs in the large middle room on the right (where the older class 
                        was last year)
		*3rd-6th Grade is downstairs in the basement. 
	*Each student will have their own set of pencils/crayons/scissors etc. Please only use your own!
If you have any concerns or questions ask a Sunday School teacher or call the church office. 724-
548-4312.
[image: ]2021 VBS ALUMINUM CANS
For Habitat for Humanity
	We continue our aluminum can collection for Habitat for Humanity
Cans Received September 15th-October 15th—4,897
Total cans received through October 15th—18,737
	Many thanks to everyone who is saving aluminum cans and bringing them to the church-at the ramp at the back of the church. Thank you to ARC Manor for 335 cans.  
	If you haven’t been saving aluminum cans, please start-soft drinks, juice, power drinks, tea, beer, cat food-Aluminum only-not “tin cans” food, soup, etc.
	Call the church office 724-548-4312 or me 724-548-7124 or 724-859-0819 if you need a can pick-up.				Thank you, The Can Man, Jim Ternent
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NOVEMBER SIFT
[image: https://clipground.com/images/autumn-decoration-clipart-19.jpg]	Due to Covid-19 Social Distancing Guidelines, we will be offering the November SIFT luncheon as a “drive thru, pick-up” meal. The date is Thursday, November 19th and the menu will be our traditional turkey dinner. Reservations will be required and will be due by Noon, Monday, November 16th. Watch for more details for time and pick up procedures.

COVENANT CENTER REMODEL
	Rainbow Road began a new year with classrooms in the Covenant Center. Parents praised 
the relocation because it eliminates steps and provided a fresh décor. The program now occupies the front three rooms of the Covenant Center. Security doors have been installed, as well as a child-high sink.
	The stage area of the Covenant Center has been converted into much needed storage. Christian Counseling now meets in the front corner room. Soon, two additional restrooms will be built where the coat room is located.
	While Covid-19 has shut down so many activities, it has provided time for new uses in the building we so depend on.
	The many individuals who have worked on this remodel will be recognized soon.
[image: http://divinemercymd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/thanksgiving-cornucopia-clipart-6.jpg][image: https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-kVOmislWqNg/Wev5Z7eO-zI/AAAAAAAAPxE/hv_gN8mt9-QV70SF1dikncqcsTk7Zv9SACLcBGAs/s1600/Fall%2BAnniversary%2BCloseup.JPG]            FIRST CHURCH CONTINUED NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
 1 Bruce & Jayna Harkleroad
13 Pastor Deb & George Kociban
15 Harry & Michelle Waldenville-23 years
26 Roy & Bobbi Williamson-60 years
   

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
   1 Tim King
  4 Logan Green
  4 Cindy Volek
  6 Karen Scaife
  9 Christopher Hankey--   5
11 Joshua Fiscus
11 Katie Smith
13 Rachel Snow
14 Sarah Fiscus
14 Killian Vandevort--   4
16 Grace Edwards
18 Sarah Heckert
19 Diane Weibel
20 Tony Krozely
20 Anita Smith
20 Greg Toth
21 Peyton Zielinski
22 Mert Hellein
29 Kelly Hoffman
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We extend our Christian Compassion and concern to Gail Blaney and her family on the death of her husband, Fred. Fred passed away on Friday, October 9, 2020. He was the father to Scott Blaney and John Blaney and father-in-law to Ilsa. He also had 9 grandchildren and 1 great-grandson.
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Jean Wolfe wanted to let everyone know that she is staying healthy and keeping close to home, visiting mostly with family. Prayers to all.   







 

[image: http://images.onlinelabels.com/images/clip-art/liftarn/liftarn_Paint_can_with_brush.png]VINE STREET WINDOWS REPAINTED
	While worshiping outdoors or entering our church by the ramp, you may not have noticed the hard work continuing on Vine street. All of the first floor windows were scraped and repainted this summer! A big thanks goes to Joe Bowser, Jim Scaife, Herb Coggon, Tim Scaife, Bob Wolfe, Dan Wolfe and Joe Heckert. Their efforts are preserving the heritage of our beautiful church. Thanks men! Job well done!
[image: http://www.thanksgiving.quotesms.com/images/thanksgiving-clip-art/thanksgiving-clipart9.png]
A BIG GREEN THANK YOU
	In spite of the summer drought, our grass did grow! We noticed our lawns more than ever while worshiping outdoors. Please thank Rob & Sue Hankey for their faithful mowing and trimming. Our church grounds never looked better!

[image: https://101clipart.com/wp-content/uploads/02/Church%20Thanksgiving%20Dinner%20Clipart%2025.jpg]
MISSIONS FOCUS FOR NOVEMBER
 Our Missions Focus for November will be “Light of Life Rescue Mission” on the North Side of Pittsburgh. We will provide a financial contribution that will go directly to help fund their Thanksgiving dinners. The last Sunday for giving to “Light of Life” Thanksgiving dinners will be November 22nd. If any monies come in on Sunday, November 29th they will go toward our December Missions Focus.
	Did you know?
		*1,500 families in need will receive a Thanksgiving Dinner Box on the North Side.
		*Within the Thanksgiving Dinner Box, each family will receive a Bible.
		*88,000 meals for the homeless and hungry will be fed this Thanksgiving.
	Let’s give generously to Light of Life’s Thanksgiving Dinner Project! May God bless you as you bless others.							Meaghan & Janet
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES
Our youth will be making Christmas cookies again this year. Watch your December
 Newsletter for the order blank.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
	The October 5, 2020 meeting of the UAUMW was held at 2:00 PM at the church with 8 in attendance. The meeting opened with the reading of the Purpose of the United Methodist Women led by President Karen Wolfe. The Hostesses were Karen Wolfe and Peggy Say. The Devotions, “A Heart of Thankfulness” was presented by Karen Wolfe.
	Donna Shaffer shared Minute Missions information about the Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky. It is a very impoverished region with a 40% poverty rate and unemployment higher than the national average. They truly need financial support and our prayers. Red Bird Mission will celebrate its 100th Anniversary next year.
	For the Prayer Calendar report, Peggy Say led us in prayer for an Asian Missionary, a Conference Coordinator in Sierra Leone, a Food Security Manage for UMCOR and five individuals that she sent cards to from our Unit.
	A special card with many prayers from our group was sent to our Secretary, Ellen Nelson. Ellen was not able to be at this meeting because she was ill. Get Well Soon, Ellen! We love you and miss you.
	The secretary’s report and the treasurer’s report were read and approved.
	We welcome Jodie Anderson as a new member to our group. We are so pleased and happy to have her with us.
Women’s Missions and Programs:
~A Thank You letter was received from the Ruth M. Smith Center for our generous donation of many health care products for their facility. We would especially like to thank Michael and Sandy Ingram for delivering those products to the center.
~The UMW Christmas Dinner will be held in the Church on December 7, 2020 at 2:00 PM. it will be catered by The Adrian Store.
~The Western PA Conference United Methodist Women’s Virtual Annual Meeting is on Saturday, October 24, 2020 from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM. It can now also be attended in-person at Indiana Trinity Methodist Church. Registration is required.
~UMCOR Hygiene Kits-the Deadline to contribute items is October 25, 2020.
~Blessing Bags Program for the Food Bank will be November 15, 2020. All non-perishable foods should be brought to the Church as soon as possible.
~Thank Bank Program will be November 22, 2020.
~Prayer Partners will be chosen in November.
~The UMW Service Pin will be presented in November or December.
~Community Action Agency-We have not yet received any information about the Christmas Family Program.
[image: http://clipartix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Thanksgiving-clip-art-6-2.jpg]~Millers Hoagies-Our supply of coupons sold out so fast that we will be getting 15 more books of coupons. You can contact any member for coupons.
~Next meeting will be Monday, November 2, 2020 at 2:00 PM at the Church. [image: https://i.pinimg.com/originals/de/b7/ab/deb7ab8f59a3b7ce2f5b39145c6e6812.png]
~The meeting closed with the reading of the UMW’s Prayer.
								President, Karen Wolfe
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NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS
  2 Lori Goepfert			21 Corey Shaffer
  8 Donna Titus			24 Valia Clever
18 Marilyn Lundberg		24 Viera Clever
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FINANCIAL COUNTERS
  1 Jack Bennett & Jim Boarts
  8 Mike Snyder & Luella Bennett
15 Bob & Dianna Brocious
22 Sandy McKee & Lynn Sibley
29 Mike Snyder & Luella Bennett
Hand sanitizer and face masks continue
to be available inside the doors for your
use and safety.

 		
 


 

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
  1 Cameron Lewis Welch
  4 Randy Reesman
  6 Joshua Walker
  6 Tessa Shaul
11 Heather Arblaster
20 Xenia Zielinski
22 Catherine Waldenville
28 Elaine Waldenville
28 Nicole Zielinski
30 Carol (Reesman) Snyder
30 Natalie Toy 
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NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
26 Mike & Paige Querry
 
 
 
 
 






[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/turkey-clipart-softness-clipart-4ff684934793effbeee4aadd2d473a96.jpg]  MANORVILLE CONGREGATIONAL TURKEY DINNER
Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 6:00 PM
	Since it went so well last year, we are continuing the tradition. We will have a “sorta” catered Turkey meal again for us to enjoy. We will do the “real” mashed potatoes, cole slaw, sweet Potatoes, veggies and drink. We ask for people to bring desserts, as usual.
	You are asked to pay $5.00 a meal, children 5 and younger are free. Cash or check made out to “MUMC Nurture” can be given to Lisa Czapor or Lu Bennett when you sign up. Sign up is necessary so we know how many dinners to order. There was no kitchen sales fund raiser at MV community yard sales this year so a slight increase had to be added to the charge.
	Sign-up sheet will be on the back window in October. Deadline is Nov. 1st to sign up. Make sure you mark your calendar and join us for this festive meal.







 








[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/fall-leaves-clipart-eTMdL4nAc.jpeg]A DEFINITION OF STEWARDSHIP
	All of creation is continued within a single seed. As the seeds grow, so do the needs of the church. The needs of the church are many; time, talents, resources, witness. As we rapidly approach the end of harvest season we need to think about reseeding our church for future growth. Stewardship is the act of returning part of the harvest back to the Giver.
								 –Brevard-Davidson Presbyterian, Brevard, NC
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MANORVILLE MISSIONS
	Even though we will not be shipping clothes and shoes to Spirit Lake Ministry in Sheyenne, ND, this year, we will be accepting a loose coin offering on November 1st and 8th for the Ministry. Please give generously.
Ford City Food Cupboard—There is a basket in the vestibule in which you can deposit your donations of food. The food items will be taken down to Ford City and added to the supplies to be given out to needy families in the area. Always needed are 1-lb pastas, spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese, tuna, peanut butter, jelly, cereals, instant potatoes, etc. Monetary donations are always accepted. THANK YOU for your donations of Blessing Bags of food that were given in love for the needy.

[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/ncB/XMg/ncBXMg47i.jpeg]POINSETTIA ORDERS
We haven’t received the order form yet but it is always a short turn around to get our orders in. It will not be in The Link so contact a church member who attends worship to get an order form. Price unknown.

“God has given us two hands: one to receive with and the other to give with. We are not cisterns made for hoarding; we are channels made for sharing.”—Billy Graham
[image: https://olmercyca.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/november-clipart-for-printable-to.gif]
BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study will be the story of the life of “Jesus as seen through the eyes of Joseph”
beginning Monday, November 2nd at 10:00 AM. Pastor Brenda will have an informational
meeting on “Oils of the Bible” Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 PM at Manorville church.
[image: http://divinemercymd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/thanksgiving-cornucopia-clipart-6.jpg]

[image: http://divinemercymd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/thanksgiving-cornucopia-clipart-6.jpg]
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[image: https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-kVOmislWqNg/Wev5Z7eO-zI/AAAAAAAAPxE/hv_gN8mt9-QV70SF1dikncqcsTk7Zv9SACLcBGAs/s1600/Fall%2BAnniversary%2BCloseup.JPG]NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARY
  8 Eva & Jim Say
22 Shirley & Mark Bryan
NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
  3 Melissa Palm
23 Fred Burdett-92 years
25 Shirley Bryan
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SOUP SALE
[image: https://www.wtps.org/cms/lib/NJ01912980/Centricity/Domain/4/hoagie.jpg]Ford Memorial UMWomen are having a soup sale on October 30th.  Vegetable beef or Cheesy potato.  Pick up at church after 3:00 pm.  Price $6.00 per quart.  Call Betty to order 724.388.2416. 

HOAGIE SALE
Ford Memorial UMWomen are selling hoagies.  Call Betty with questions and to order, 724-388-2416. Deadline to order is November 1st.   

BIBLE STUDY
Ford Memorial will have Bible study for “Jesus through the eyes of Joseph on November 5, 12, 19, 25 and December 3rd at 6:30 PM. Please let Pastor Brenda know if you will be attending 724-388-3077
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